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hope suflicient money will be provided to
enable the work to be completed as soon
as possible,  Steamers are passing Bunbury
because theve is not sullicient depth to cn-
able them to berth to load timber and other
produce.  The depth is almost down to
27ft. Gin. again, and the importance of
completing those improvements should be
urged on the Government. It will be a
wood investment because it will obviate the
necessity of spending thonsand= of pounds
annually on dredging operations.  To show
how the trade at the Bunhury harhonr s
advanced, it ix merely neeessary to mention
that during last vear it ineseased from
23,000 tons to 32,000 tons, or an expansion
of 40 per cent. Before the harbhour com-
menced to silt up there was a demand for
the provision of cold sturage facilities
at Bunhury, and at one time the necessary
money was on offer to provide those facili-
ties so that Fruit and other produce conld he
shipped from Bunbury divect instead of
having to be railed to Perth for shipment
through Fremantle. Everyone will admit
that it is most desirable that swch exports
should be direect from Bunbury. It would
mean a saving of 3d. or 4d. an every case of
fruit, and a similar saving on every box ol
butter or =imilar produce. Mr. Hamersley,
during the course of his speech, referred to
the school teachers and the action thev took
recently, I also desire to say something
about that matter. | aftended a meeting of
the eoitheil of the Royal Agricultural Society
to-day and we were informed it was unlikely
that the children’s exhibit this vear would he
extensive if, indeed, there was any such ex-
hibit at all. We were told that that was due
entirely to the action of the school feachers
in refusing te assist the children to display
their work. 1t is greatly to he deplored that
a body of men such as the school teachers
should take an action of that deseription.
What annoys me and makes me mad is the
attempt of the school teachers to dictate
matters of poliey to the Government. They
are claiming higher rates of pay, which, of
course, is perfectly legitimate. [n these days
of cateh-ns-catch-can and the devil-take-the-
hindermost, we all want what we can gef, but

the action that the teachers have taken iz

most extraordinary. What right has the
School Teachers’ Union to dictate the policy
of the (iovernment and =ay what moneys
shall be allocated to the Education Depart-
ment? Presumably all members have read
the cirenlar that has been distributed. Tn

1ih

that document the Teachers’ Union declore
that they arve not complaining so much on
their own hehalf, but mostly beeause of tlu
simall antount of oney allotted to the
Edueation Department. What has that to do
with them ! What right bave they to dictate
te the Government what money shall be aljo-
vated to the Kducation Department? In
many di=tricts the best-off man is undoubt-
cdly the schoolmaster, and good luek to him.
But L do get very annoyed when a hody of
men who, cowmpared with the farwing com-
manity, are infinitely hetter off, attempt to
dictate to the Government as to the smn of
money that should bue allocated to their de-
partment. 1 do hope the Government will
put these people just where they helang—
their right place. | <apport the motion.

Ow wotion by Hon. K. H. H. Hall, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL,

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. AL
Drew—Central) [TA47]: I move—

That the Mouse at its rising adjourn until
Tuesday the 21st August.
(estion put and passed.

House adjonrned of 715 pm,

Legislative RAssembly,

Wednesday, 13th Aungu<t. 1931,

i Pack
Reading of newspapers in the Uhamher e 119
Question : Unemployed, entiage allotment< ... . 120
Leave of ahsence - 120
Adldlres<in-Reply, sixth day ... 120

The SPEAKER tuok the Chair at 4.30
p.m., und read prayers.

READING OF NEWSPAPERS IN THE
CHAMEER.,

MR, SPEAKER [+4.32]: ] desire to make
a few remarks as the result of whieh T trust
I shall receive the assistance of hon. mem-
bers in giving effect to an opinion I hold.
I wish to draw the attention of hon. mem-
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bers to the rule of the House dealing with
the reading of newspapers in the Chamber.
Hon. members must understand that it is not
permissible to read newspapers in the Honse.
However, that custom has erept in: and 1
adnit that for n considerable period it has
heen taeitly permitted. T believe that hon.
members will realise the fact that what was
a concession in the first place has now he-
come somewhat of an abuse, inare especially
during recent evenings.  While the member
for Perth (Mr. Needham) was speaking yes-

terday, no fewer than nine hon. mem-
bers were reading newspapers; and
seven of those wmembers were abso-
Intely obgenred by the journmals in
their hamds, I think hon. members

will agree that sueh a practice is not
in the hest interests of the deeorum and dig-
nity of the Chamber. Hon. members hav-
ing been good enough to place me in the
position of eustodian of the order of this
Tiouse, T regret being reluctantly eompelled
now to put into foree the rule prohibiting
the reading of newspapers in the Chamber.
T do not think it is asking too much of hon.
members, if they ave anxions to read n news-
paper, that they should read it in the mem-
hers’ room, the eorridor, or the library. [
make this statement now hecause 1 do not
wish 10 have to eall any member individaaily
to order. T frust hon. members will endeav-
our to chserve the rule, which is in the best
inferests of the TIlouse. Hon. members
addressing the House must of necessity he
disteacted by o continual rustling of news-
papers, such as there was yesterday.

QUESTION—UNEMFLOYED, COTTAGE
ALLOTMENTS,

Mr. SAMPSON asked (he Mimster fov
Fmployment: 1, I's he aware that 1,600 allot-
i nts have been provided near Sydney for
1he casnaliy-employed and persons of limited
means? 2, Ts it his intention, in eollabora-
{ion with the Minister for Lands, to take
steps to make cottage allotments available
far unemployeld adjacent to populous centres
or on land along existing railways, or elze-
where?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (for
the Mimster for Emplovment) vreplied:
1, No. 2, The eiforts of the Government are
direeted to placing men back into normal
cmployment. The question of housing gen-
crally is receiving the attention of the Grov-
ernment.

[ASSEMBLY.]

LEAVE OF ABSENCE,

On motion by Mr, Wilson, leave of absence
for two weeks eranted to Mr. Marshall
(Murchison) on the ground of urgent pri-
vate business.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Sizth Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

ME. BROCEKMAN (Sussex) [+37]: A
careful perusal of the Speech of His Exeel-
leney the Lieut.-Governor shows that docu-
ment to be informative as to the past but
not as to the future. I congratulate the Gov-
ernminent on their efforts lo grapple with the
wiemployment problem, which overshadows
everything else. 1 regret, however, that the
Speech does not offer any permanent solu-
tion of that problem. So far, improvement
in the unemployment position is attributable
chiefly to continued borrowing; and the
cffect of spending money on works that are
not reproductive can only be to lead West-
ern Auslralia further into finaneial difficul-
ties. I await with interest the Premier’s
vontribution to this debate, hoping that it
will shed light en a position which remains
obscure.  The Speech mentions the veport
of the Royal Commission on the Agrienl-
tural Bank. T hope that the report will re-
sult in a final and satisfactory clearing-np
of the position of clients both in the wheai
helt and in the South-West. THowever, !
Mefer iy comments pending the further
opportunity for discussion promised by the
Premier. Meantime may I mention that myv
views on the Bank’s acfivities in the South-
West were expressed in the report of a pre-
vious Cenunission, on which 1 was associ-
ated with Mr. Alfred Yeates and Mr. . D,
Forrest. | am unable to refrain, even at
this stage, from expressing my political and
persenal regret that the latest rveport casts
on the Bank trustees the entire onus for the
position disclosed. That position is, in facr,
largely due to politieal influence whick was
hrought to hear on the trustees. The Royal
Commission of whiel ¥ was a member found
that polifieal influenee was applied to the
Soldier Settlement Scheme, as well as to
the treatment of Agricultural Bank eclien(=
in the Sonth-West; though T shonld add that
eroup settlers did not come under the Agri-
cultural Bank until comparatively recently.
[ shall not deal with the subject further untit
the veport of the Cowmmission is hefore
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the louse. 1 note that the Speech fore-
castz legislation denling with the Agrienl-
tural Bank. This will be some of the mosi
imporiuut legisiation ever brought before the
Parliament of Western Australia. as it will
vitally affect so many of our primary in-
dustries. We all know the part which the
Aervicultural Bank has played in develop-
iy those industries, and it is regrettable
to think that political influence has caused
that admirable institution to drift. 1 won-
der how far our wheat and dairying indus-
triex would have advanced without the aid
of the Agricultural Bank. At all events, T
lrust that in the proposed legislation special
regurd will be paid te the dairying industry
in the South-West, most of the properties
there being heavily over-capitalised. Every-
one familiar with dairy farming must real-
ise that the high cost of development in the
~outh-western portion of the Siate is lurgely
responsible for the position in which so
many of the settlers find themselves. T trust
that the Minister in charge of south-western
development will take steps to alter the posi-
tion. There are other south-western indus-
tries which T hope will receive consideration
from the Crovernment. Tobaceco growing in
particalar should be given sympathelie con-
sideration. Large importations of tobaceo
leal continue to be made from oversea. T
feel =ure that if the Governmeni gave the
local industry  reasonable encouragement,
the whole of the tohacco requirements of
our people could be grown in Western Aus-
tralia. JMr. Michelides informs me that the
chief difficulty is the lack of expert diree-
tion in the curing of the leaf. T suggest
that the {iovernment consider the advisable-
ness of =ecuring the services of an expert
to assist those engaged in the industry,
which I am sure will eventually prove lighly
beneficial to Western Australia. T am glad
to be able to say that the timber industvy
is on the up-grade, though unfortunately
prices, both oversea and in the Eastern
States, remain low, Western Awvstralian saw-

millers are hampered in competing with
other suppliers by unduly high railway

freight-, wharfage charvges and royalties.

Miss Holman: Have there not been re-
ductions made recently?

AMr. BROCKDIAN: That is quite eorrect.
Sawmillers in the Sussex electorate snffer
from u =pecially severc disability in not
being able to ship their timber at their nai-
ural port, Busselton. The jetty accommo-
dation :liere remains greatly neglected. One
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eftect of the neglect is that timber from Sus-
sex incurs needlessly long railway lanlage.
The condition of jetfy acconnnodation at
Busselton compels the timber from the Su--
sex electorate to be sent to the port of Bun-
hury for shipment to South Africa, invalv-

g an extra eost to  the millers ol
4:. 6d. per load. Quite recently o
sawmilling  company in  my  eclectorate

lost a large New Zealand order through,

not heing able to compete with New
South Wales. New South Wales secured

the contruact by o margin of about 2s. Gd.
per load. The extra rail freieht involved by
shipping from Wonnerup via Buuhury in-
steid of vin Busselton i eyual to 4s. tid. per
load,  I[ the timber for New Zealand could
have heen shipped at Busselton, the Western
Australian tenderers would have sceured the
contraci, This would have meant a great
deal to the State both by way of emplovinent
and the circulation of money. 1 trust that
the Government, realising the urgeney of the
sttuation, will provide on this vear's Loan
Estimates an amount sulficient te recondition
the Busselton jetty thoroughly. Pending this
work, T understand shipping companies tead-
ing hetween Australia and South Aflrien will
continue to refuse fo let their steamers call
at Busselton. This attitude has bheen main-
tained by them sinee a vessel hroke awny
Lrom woorings at the jetty about three xyears
ago. [ wish to express appreeintion ot the
Government's action in reducing railway
freights and royalties on timber for oversea,
as remarked by the mewmber for Forvest just
now. It represents a material and timely
help to the industry and T think it would he
wise to make even {urther reduetions. Theve
are many other matters requiring attention
in my electorate, and 1 propose to touch
upon nnemployment, which vitally eoncerns
50 many of my constituents ot Busselton.
Exeept eonstructively. 1 do not intend to
criticise the action of the Mintster in remov-
ing men from that centre to Yarloop, an
action which has caused great ineounveninner
in my eclectorate to the men and their
familiex. Seemingly it wa< quite nnnece--
sary, tor while 60 men were taken away
from Busselton, that very same week a
wreater number of men were sent down there.
This means that the Busselton men were re-
moved from their homes while others were
sent into the distriet to take aup n job of

cleaving, whieh might en-ily have heen
allotted 10 the Busselton men. Tt mean-

hardship in many ways. The men ro on io
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relief contract work for a certain period :nd
then they have to stand down. An unfortu-
nate phase of the standing down peviod is
that they arve paid only the ordinary weckly
allowance for unemployed workers, and they
have to appear at that centre every weck to
collect the amount which is being retained in
the “kitty,” as they call it. That hardship
costs them a good deal, and T hope the
Minister for Employment will be able to
discover some improved method.

Mr. Raphael: Where does that happen
now?

Mr. BROCKMAN: It is happening in
almost every centre.

Mr. Raphael: Not in those | know.

Mr. BROCKMAN : The men have earned
the money, and should be given every facil-
ity for collecting it withou! hardships be-
ing imposed apon them,

Mr. Raphael: What you are saying is not
correct.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

My, BROCKMAN: In point of clearing
on the group settlements I am sorry to
say we seem to have gone back to the days
of Moses, for the men are asked to clear
that heavily timbered country with an axe
and a gruhber. It is very costly, and T wish
those men could be given better facilities
for dealing with that heavy timber. It is
absolutely necessary that the use of ex-
plosives shonld be adopted for the work,
for it is costing from £9 to £40 per acre to
clear that land by the present means. The
eost is far too high and the eleared land
will never pay interest on the money being
expended on it; in faet, I expect that mast
of ihose holdings will have to be put on
the market. I wish that as soon as possible
the Minister would pay a visit to the dis-
trict and see what is really going on. He
must know that the cost is far too high,
and I am sure fhat if he could sce the
methods adopted he would take sleps to
improve them. The dairying induvsiry is
still in a very wretched position. It is true
an honorary bhoard was appointed to attend
to the marketing, but that board is nof
working onf very satisfaetorily. Although
we are getting a little more for our pro-
ducts this vear than we did previously, the
prices .to the produeer are falling, while
the prices to the consumer are maintained.
I hope the Minister will bring down
a Bill prownding statutory power to
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deal with the control of the indus-
try, and giving the producers vrepre-
senfation on the board. Reverting to un-
employment, there are several projects in
my eclectorate which would provide a great
deal of employment. For instance, there
is the re-building of Caves House. I he-
lieve that last year it was on the cards
that the place should be re-built. Tt is re-
grettable that it was not re-built long ago.
Last summer T spent a good deal of time
there in order to see exactly what the posi-
tion was and T found that, almost every
day, people from the goldfields and from
the metropolitan area and- other centres
falled to secure accommodation there.
The re-building of Caves House would
he a reproductive work, for it would pay
from the day the new premises were
opened, particularly now that the goldfields
are 50 prosperons. In the past the gold-
fields people were frequent visitors to Caves
House, but thoze that went there last year
were 50 disgnsted with the aceommaodation
that they did not stay. Plans have heen
drawn up for a very fine bunilding which
wounld not cost a great deal of money, and
I hope the Government this session will
provide for the work on the Estimates. The
new Transport Board is eansing widespread
comment and criticism amongst the people
of the country. T do not intend to criticise
it, for it i a new organisation as yet in
its infaney, and probably when it gefs into
working shape we shall find its poliey is not
s0 drastie as it appears to-day. Only a few
vears ago when the Main Roads Board was
hrought into heing, it was eriticised on all
sides. Yet we tind to-day that board has
done remarkably well in developing out-
baek centres. 1 feel sure that the Trans-
port Board when it goes in for eco-ordina-
tion of all traffic, instead of the desirue-
tion of read tralfic as it appears to be doing
at present, will come into better favour with
the people, and T hope the Government from
time to time will bring down amending
legislation to put right all questions of
traflic which are not conducive to the best
working of the industry. It has always
been my opinion ihat we should have had
no need for the Transpowrt Co-ordination
Act had the railways been more efficient in
their working. T de not wish to criticise
the railways, but we know they are not
giving satisfacltion to the people, who are
now accustomed to a very efficient road
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service. 1 aincerely hope the Govermment
and the Railway Department will so im-
prove the railway system (hat we shall get
trom 1t a henelit erual to that which we
have been getting from road transport. T
am a ~upporter of the ratlways beeause I
realise they are a (Government concern with
an iuunense sum of public money invested
in them, amld | hold that wherever possible
we =hould patronise our railway system.
However, in the past that system has been
probibitive Tor business people and the
farming community, who have been quite
tnable to do their business through the rail-
way-. Jt is a great pity that when the
Transport Co-ordination et was brought
into operation, definite steps were not taken
to timprove railway facilities for the people,
particularly the cotmnfry people, who are so
badily in need of cheap transport. I deo
not intend! to proeced further in this de-
hate, for we shall have other opportunities
to refer to mafters in our rvespective elee-
torates, particularly when we get helore us
the report of the Royal Commission on the
Agricultural Bank. I was pleased to lear
the Leader of my party exhorting member:
to assist the Government and refrain from
dizplaying animosity towards them when
they are endeavouring to bring about more
satisfactory conditions.

Mr. Raphael: You arve not sure that his
tongue was not in his ¢heek when he made
that suggestion.

AMe. BROCWKMAN: The hon. member
should nut judge others by himself. T have
made it o rule to do what | ean to assist
the Government in earrving out the affairs
of the country, and 1 propose to continue
my adherence to that rule. I am not like
the member for Vietoria PPark, always look-
ing for ~ome cry against what, perhaps,
the Opposition might be doing to assist
the Governmmnent in ¢arrving ont their duty
towards the country.

Mre. Raphael: But for that, the Govern-
ment could not earry on.

MR, CROSS ((anning) [5.0]: Yesterday
I uvoted with pleasnre the strikine tritmte
paid to the ldeut.-Governor's Speech hy ihe
memhber for Nedland= (Hon., N. Keenan)
when le described it as a pions document.
Such an ohservation from the hon. member
provide~ proof of the fart that ihis State i-
~afe uniler the rewime of a Labour ad-
ministration. | do not mean to infer that
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member lor Nedland: would consider
that  revolutionary  method=  should  be
adupted. | rather think be would agree with
evolution, which is a slower but far better
process.  From the fime the Government
took oftice, the process of ‘cvolution has
continned. A5 eompared with 18 months
ago, as indieated in the Speech, a consider-
able improvement has taken place. From
whatever angle we rvegard the position, there
has been an improvement. This applies not
only to nmining but to every form of indus-
try. | not entirvely prejudiced. L am one
of those wlio helieve that we ore on the eve
of n periad of comparative prosperity, I
believe we have reached the end of what
may he termied the depression period, The
improvement that has taken place i= due
partiy fo the wise adinistration of the
present (hwernment.  In view of the faet
that o measure of improvement has taken
place, T hope this year will see the end of
efmergency legislation, particulardy that part
relating to wages and salaries.

Several members interjeeted.

Mr. CROSS: | eannot sec auy reason why
Government employees, whether they he civil
servants or railway employees, should be
singled out for special class legislation.

Mr. Raphael: Do vou include politieians
alsp !

Mr. CROSS: [ am expressing an opinion
that is held, not onty Iy me and by Goveru-
ment servanils bat, 1 helieve, by a very large
seetion of the esmnmunity.  The very people
who originally ureed that wage cuts shounld
be made have heenrr mnongst the first to con-
demn this course of actiom, hecause experi-
ence has shown that it had a boomerang
effect on the trade and industry of the State,
If anyoune has anv donbt about the effect of
A wage cutting campaign or an  econonry
campaign, let him go to Svdney, than whiel
there is no worse eity in Australia, regarded
from the standpoint of niemployment and
weneral trade sfagnation.

My, Thorn: Who is responsihile for that,
Lang?

Mr. Coverley: No, Stevens.

Mr. CROSE: In discussing the matter
with bhusiness people, particularly middle-
¢lass business people, 1 was informed that
stagnation began when the Stevens Govern-
ment took office. 1 am hopeful that the Gov-
crnment will provide in the near future for
the constitution of a wetropolitan hoard of
works.

Mr. Raphael:

the

With adult Franchise.
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Mr, CHOSS: Yes. The time has arrived
whett sueh o hoard should control varions
activities in the greater metropolitan area,
pacticularly water supplies, sewerage, drain-
azey ete. | helieve we would get better and
Caiver results for the whole community from
sneli a hoard.  Being elothed with borrowing
powers, the hoard would he able 1o finance
its own activities, and the Government wonld
be left untrammelled to undertake major
warks. | intend to offer a proposal with
which [ helieve the member for Vietoria
Park will agree.

Mr. Lathan: And that is for the improve-
ment of Canning Bridge.

Mr. CROSS: No, it is not. | hope that
the work of installing deep drainage will he
put in hand on the south side of the river at
an early date.  Such an mstallation is long
overdue.

AMr. Raphael: You will have it before
Christmas.

Mr, CROSS: 1 hope so. 1 am pleased
that the Govermment are proceeding with the
reclamation work at the south end of the
Causeway, but there is a matter associated
with if that is causing me concern.  An
article in the latest issue of the “Sunday
Times’ referred to the question under the
following headings :—City Counecil bluff:
Land resumption near the Causeway: Un-
reasonable offers to ratepayers: Allegations
of harsh treatment.” 1 regret to say that the
allegations ave not entirely without founda-
tion. The chivt oflicers voncerned in the Fand
resumptions on behalf of the City Council
are the Town Clerk, Mr. Bold, and the
City Valuer, Mr. Armstrong. The Town
Clerk has had considerable experience of land
vesumption. He has condueted negotiations
for the resumption of land in variouws parts
of the city over quite a number of years,
and one can zay that from the eouncil point
of view he is an cminently switable man. |1
am of opinion, however, that in his anxiety
o make the best possible deal for the Cily
Couneil, he has hecome prejudiced against
the unfortunate owners who have not the
ability ov experience he possesses. I have
received a lot of complaints from the lower
end of the Park. There are some 81 lots of
land to be resumed by the council and the
greater number of the owners are extremely
poor. Their properties represent a life’s
savings. I have seen Mr. Bold and M.
Armstrong and have protested against cer-
tain phases of their activities. T have
claimed that they were dealing harshly and
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unfairly with the owners. Under the Puh-
lic. Works Aet of 1902, certain procedure
i# laid down for adoption when land is re-
suwmed, Notice of resumption has to he
gazetted. I have a copy of the “Gazefte”
in which the details of the resumptions were
published. Then it is laid down in the Aet
that the ¢ouneil must send notices and make
offers to the owners concerned. The couneil
did so, and yuite a number of the jeople
affected have seen me and produced their
papers and informed me that they were ecn-
tirely dissatisfied with the offers made. Tn
nuite a number of instances the offers or
the couneil were below the capital values
placed on the properties by the eouneil.
Alembers should note that during the Jast
two years the City Council lave not placed
a capital value on the properties that are
now heing resumed. One of the properties
is owned by a man of 78 years of age and
his wife, who is 72. They are a real Darly
and Joan couple. They bought a property
on the flat six years ago and pnid £425 cash
for it. By the time they had completed the
purchase and secured the transfer and made
some little additions, they had spent belween
£80 and £100 more. The council offered
£350 for the property. Later they sent the
valuer to interview them, and he impressed
upon them that they had to sell and must
vicate the property not Inter than the 15th
August. I have obtained those faets from
the people concerned, who would have done
far better had some competent person
handled their case from the inception. Sueh
tactics were employed that that couple
accepted £375, believing that thev had (o
nceept the amount or get nothing at all. 1
¢laim that in this case undue advantare has
hcen taken of the people eoncerned, 'The
Act provides that, within 60 davs of the
offer being made by the council, the owners
of the property may either aceepi or veject
it.

A, MeDonald: Did you talk to the City
Valuer about it?

Mr. CROSS: Yes, und he denied the
truth of the statements. I find that a num-
her of people are telling the same story, and
T am passing in on to the House as it was
given to me. Both the City Valuer and
the Town Clerk zaid there was no urzenev
ahout these people getling out of their
homes. I said, “You have let the house
again,” but that was denied. T have in my
possession a letter to this efiect, “The bearer
will become the tenant of your property as
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from =i 16th inst. Will you please hand
over the Kevs of the same to him on, that
date.”  The letter ix dated the 9th Augu-t.
These people have to gef out bhecause the
City Couneil have bought the property, The
municipal anthorities now say these people
made arrangements to let the property to
anotl.er tenant. I believe there are some
rea~onable men on the City Council.
Mr. Raphael: Two of them. anyhow.

Mr. CROSS: I think if Mr. Bold appre-
ctakel the true position, he would nse his
influenee to have the case re-opened, and
fair play meted out to these people.  An-
other family bought a skeleton place for
£150 cazh.  They then bnilt a kitehen, a
veranidah, put down new flooring, and eoen-
erally repairved the place. The City Valuer
went down and nade an offer for it of £177.
e then bargained with the woman, who

owned the place, offered her £200, and
frightened  her into accepting it.  She

accepted the offer but is far from satisfied,
There i< a widow in poor cireumstances who
was pald £250 for her place. Not even
in the worst portion of Perth would if be
possible to buy o nice place like that for
£250, She was offered £175, but has wot
aceepted the ofter. At the time T saw My
Bold | could not produce the Act, but |
rointed  ont to  him that the Public
Work~ Act of 1902 wmade definite pro-
vision For such resumptions as these.
1 told him that one of the sectinns provider
that if' the matter were referred to a court.
10 per cent. over and above the real value
of the property could be allowed for dis-
turbanve. My, Bold thought I could not pro-
fluce the ~ection, but if is Section 62 ol the
102 At which makes that provision,

M. Raphael: My, Bold knows that as well
as vaou do.

Ate. CROSS: The Aect also provides for
the appointment of assessors. Any busi-
nes~ man knows that the assessors would
certainly have given eonsideration to what
way be termed the potential value of the
land. Because of its geographical position.
amd the fact that it iz within walking dis-
tanre of the city and close to two frams,
the« bhlorks are worth more than if they
were three or four miles away. The usna!
valuation placed on a property by the City
Couneil i~ Jower than its real value.

Mr. Raphael: Twenty per cent. lower.

Mr. CROSS: Why were the counril su
anxioii~ o fmalise 1he-e propertics when
ir wa~ wnown that the peaple concerned had
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60 daxs in which io reject or accept the
offers? DEven if the filling went on hefore
a seitlement was effected, assessors could
have been appointed and the matter fixed
up afterwards by nogotiation. Another man
was made an offer for his propervty. Thix
individual has spent yvears of his spare time
in reclaiming his own land. I would not
like to shift the sand he has shifted to raise
the level of his property. No special con-
sideration waz given to him for that.
was always in the day time when the valuer
visited the place. The remarkahle part about
these negutiations s that they have almo:t
always been condncted with the womenfolk.
Oute ntan liag a vose garden. He hax heen
offered £25 for a block of land on which
he hax made a living rtor the last twenty
vears.  That is unfair.  Now that public
attention has been drawn to the wmatter, 1
hope the City Couneil will ve-open the cases
that lave already been settled with a view
to giving fair treatment to the people con-
cerned.

My, Lambhert: Why not move for a select
commiftee to mquire inte these matters?

Mr. CROSS: The people concerned are
holding a meeting on Sunday morning to
devise ways and weans to ensure that thex
do reeeive faiv treabinent.

Mr. Thorn: Did thex bring it under the
notice of C'r. Rophael

Mr., CROSS: A prominent city solicitor
hias auncunced liis intention of being pirve-
sent at the meeting to give. gratiz, any legal
advice required.

The Premier: That is not given gratis.

M. CROSS: I am not prejudiced in thi-
matter. 1 am only concerned because 1 know
that the individualz allected ave some of
the potrest and oldest m the metropolitan
are. and that they have heen treated differ-
enily from people enjoying better means. At
all events 1 am going fo see that these un-
fortunate persons do get fair treatment.

My, Lanbert: And I will help you.

Mr. CROSS: 1 ain alzo interested in the
ferey service ta South Perih.  Both the ser-
vice and the hoats are out of date. One of
the veszels is too large and the others are
too small. I is high time two new boat-
were huili. 11 is helieved that the interest
pavments on them wounld be more than saved
over the cost of repairs to the present eraft.
I hope the Minister will give consideration
to this important matfer, particularly as.
according to the balance sheets issned by the
Ferry Department to the 30th June last,
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there was an unexpended balance on capital
appropriation of £11.800. Associated with
this matter is the question of the South Swan
railway. This has been advocated for many
years bnt has been left in abeyance. The
time has arrived when steps should he taken
to put this proposal into operation.

Mr. Tonkin: T am afraid the Yarramony
railway would beat you there.

Mr. CROSS: It would be the means of
saving considerable shunting in the metro-
politan avea, and T believe that whilst the
matter is held in abeyvance it affords the only
excuse the authorities have for not building
a new Canning hridge. There is an alterna-
tive preoposal that should have heen taken
up years ago. I rvefer to the railway sna-
gested by Mr. Stileman in 1927 from Brook-
ton via Armadale to Fremantle Such =«
line would velieve the existing system, and
take the whole of the heavy wheat traffic
which at present passes through Brookton.
T would dvaw the attention of members ot
the Country Party to this matter. They
should he more interested in it than
cven the member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie
(Mr. Lamhert). If this line were construe-
ted, & rnling grade of one in 30 would be
provided instead of the one in 40 that
exists on the other line.

Mr. Withers: They <o not helieve in
centralization.

Mr. CROSS: It would save the neecessity
for haunling wheat over the hills, would
double the haulage power of the locomo-
tives, and shorten the route between Brook-
ton and Frewantle by 40 miles. 1t would
also relieve the existing bottle-neek in the
city. .\ perusal of Mr. Stileman’s report

or ,
of 1927 will zhow members that he recom-

mended the undertaking of that work. If
it was so important then, surcly it is more
important to-duy. T helieve, that if the
railway were constrocted, wheat could be
hauled From ihe centres tapped at 1d. per
bushel cheaper than at present,

Mr. Lambert: We will
when Stileman comes hack.

Me, CROSS:  Now jhat the Transport
Board are operating under the provisions
of the State Transport Co-ordination Aect,
I look for an hnprovement in conneetion
with our vattwavs, | desire to draw the
attention of the AMinister for Railways to
the anomalies that exist in the fares
charged. Some apply in my clectorate on
the Perth-Armadale railway. For instance,

build that line
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the return fare from Perth to Maddington is
Ts. That charge is levied becanse Madding-
ton is within the 12-mile limit of the city.
On the other hand, the veturn fare from
Maddington to Armadale, a distanee of
soven miles, is 15, 91, That anemaly should
he rectified. 1 wonld remind the Ministev
that there has heen a veduetion in the fares,
and [ shall quote somne fignres to show what
etfect the veduction had and to prove that
the action paid the Cowmissioner hand-
somelv. TIn June, 1032, the relurn fave
frem Perth to Vietoria Purk wax 8d.
During that month 38 passengers were car-
ried by rail. Tuving July, wher the fare
was rednced to Gd., the number of pussen-
rwers carried jumped to 382, and in August,
to 448. The takings for passenger fares
at Canningten in June, 1832, totalled
£43 17s, 2d., whereas in June, 1934, after
fares had been rveduced, the veturns
amounted to £78 5s. 24. Since the redue-
tion in fares, frequently standing room only
is available on the steam coaches, and T
think the time is opportune to get more of
those conches.  They ean travel for 93
miles on half a ton of eanl.  The zteam
coaches are cheap to run, and I think the
hest way of overeoming the difficulfy is to
provide another coach and an accelerated
service,

Mr. F. C. 1.. Smith: They cost the Gov-
ernment £6,000.

AMr. CROSS: But that expenditure will
be returned nuickly, Tn these dayvs people
requive, Aml must have, good service, I
think my remarks also apply to the Perth-
Fremantle run, and to spur line= in the
agrienltural areas.

My Stubbs: The railways have lnsr the
trade, and they will not get it hack.

Minister for Railways: Yes, they will
You should lonk on the hright side.

Mr. CROSS: T helieve that the purchaze
of o few more steam coaches and a more
frequent service, even on the spur lines
in the wheat helt, would restore much of
the husines: to the railwavs. There are
ane or two other matters affecting my elee-
torate that | desirve to deal with. T inspec-
ted the Welshpool Road this morning. Tt
is move thon six months since T furnished
a request in writing that the Welshpool
Road should he declared a main road. The
cost of maintenance is too great for the
loeal hoard to shoulder, snd verv few
people in the Canning Road Board distriet
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use it. It is praetically wholly used by those
who iravel to and from the cty.
alarmned at the condition of the road lo-day.
in place= it is distinetly dangerous for
iotor cyeles, For there are holes live inches
deep here and there, and the surface of the
road has practieally disappeared. 1 in-
tend 1o invite the Conunizsioner of Main
Road= to inspect this thoroughfare, for it
will demoenstrate to him what happens to
roads construeted without proper founda-
tivns, when heavy motor tralfic passes over
them frequently.

Mr. Sampson: 1t is lack of maintenance

there.
My, CROSS: Another road that is in a
bad state of repair iz Nicholson Road.

Surely the two [ bave mentioned are main
roads.

Mr. Sampson: Welshpool Koad is really
a Jdevelopmental road.

AMy. CROSS: There i= one maiter that
affect= a large proportion of the people. T
refer to the question of cheap picture
shows. Most members know that in recent
months an atfempt has been wmade hy
foreign film corporations to compel piciure

show proprictors to levy charges not
less than 1s. Practically the whole of the
suburban pieture exhibitors have dis-

covered that immediately they put on a
cheap picture  night, they get big
houses inztead of the small attenidances often
regictered when higher prices ave charged.
They went so far in the negotiations with
the film eorporations as to offer 25 per eent.
more for film hire if they were allowed the
right fo charge lower prices. Un the other
hand. the foreign film corporations threat-
ened to cut off supplies of pictures if Bri-
tish pictures were shown and the charge of
admission fixed at 6d. The proprietors would
not agree to that. T hope that the Govern-
ment will introduce legislation to prevent
the American film corporations from inter-
fering with our loeal exhibitors. 1 trust
that in anv such legislation there will be a
provision insisting upon British and Auos-
tralian filins securing their full quotas. When
the companies knew that a deputation had
waited on the Premicer to discuss this mat-
ter, they wot busy. and Sir Vietor Wilson
15 on his way over to use hiz infiuence in
deciding the issue. T hope that the Premier
will not listen fo the representations that
may ke made te him, and that he will nol
allow the foreign film companies to exercize
domiuation over our own people.

I am

Mr. Latham: We should have a Royal
Commission to inquire into the matter:

The Premier: I must beware of Wilson!

Mr. CROSS: There are a number of other
matters 1 could refer to regarding this
foreign domination. T, for one, strongly
ohjeet to local business people heing told
how they must operate because the films have
come from a foreign company. Our local
pieture proprietors should have the right
to charge what prices they desire so long
as they pay the Ameriean film corporations
the charges levied upon them.

Mr. Latham: The same sort of thine
oceurs in  husiness houses throughout the
State. We have proprietary lines for which

there are fixed charges.

Mr, CROSS: If the Leader of the Oppo-
sitton is in agreement with the fixation of
prices, it is remarkable that although he will
agree to it where American proprietary lines
are affected, he regards it as quite a differ-
ent proposition when it comes to fixing {he
price of bread.

Alr. Latham: ¥ear, hear!

MR. THORN (Toodyay) [34ul:  The
Speech of the Lieut.-Governor would indi-
cate that limes have definitelv improved.

Mr. Raphael: Thanks to the Labour tiov-
crnment.

Mr. THORN : The improvement has been
due largely to the additional amount of

money made available to Western Auns-
tralia during the past 12 onths. Loan

funds incrensed to the extent of £795,000
and the ordinary revenue of the State was
increased by £149,000. That should prove
very definitely to the people that conditions
generaliy have improved. I have heard a
number of Government members congratu-
late the Minister for Emplovment on the
improved position rewarding unemployment,
T wonder when some of them will ¢on-
sratulate private employers for the purt
they have played in getting men back o
work.

Mr. Raphael: Do private emplovers ive
wen work when they do not want them to
work for them?

Mr. THORN: The improvement started
the yvear when the previous Government were
in office.  In June, 1932, the percentawe of
unemplovment in Wesiern Australia, accord-
ing  to  trade union figuves, was 0,
and when the previous Government vacated
oflice, an huprovement had been shown to
28 per cent.
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The Minister for Employment: We had
heen in office for three months then.

Mr. THORN: The Gavernment had not
heen in office long enough to tackle the posi-
tion.

The Minister for Justice: You shoull
have seen ns during the first three or four
davs we were in office!

AMr. Lathan: We tried to, but counld not
find vou.

Mr. THORN: Another factor that must
have materially improved the position
throughout Australia, was the inerease in
the price of wool. The previous clip re-
turned £20.000,000 only to Australia, where-
as the last elip returned £46,000,000, an
inerense of £26,000,000,

M. Patrick: T think those figures arve

wrong.  The increase was more like
£30,000,000.
Mr. THORN: My figures may Dbe

conservative, but the fact remains that the
inerensed return from wool played a great
part in placing many men back in employ-
ment and lwproving the position genernlly.
Quite a contentious question has been made
of the matter of foreing sustenance workers
(v join unions.  When men are unemployed
or mre working only part-time, and are in
diztress, it is not a Lair thing to foree them
fo join a union. After the Leader of the
Opposition had spoken a man wrote ta him
amd stated he had heen forced to join a
uiion hefeore being given emplovment. 1
have no objection 1o men hecoming unionists
it the Government are prepared to offer them
permanent employment, but when it is only
part-time work it is very unfair indeed tfo
conpel them to become members of unions,
The next subject I wish to deal with is the
question of hulk handling. T was very sorrv
to see in the Press that there would he some
delay in hringing the svstem ahout. There
are members in this House who have said
that you cannot stop progress. Bulk hand-
ling is a big step towavds progress and is an
important economic factor in the develop-
ment of the State. We are one of the big-
zest wheat-producing States in the Common-
wealtl, and wherever we can save the farmer
a few pence a bushel it is owr duty to do so.
I regret very mueh that the bringing of the
svstem into elfeet is to be delaved. | am nat
blaming the member for Fremantle, bhut T
am rather suspicions———
Mi, Sleeniur: Why pick me!?

“pressed it he
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My, THORN: T think it is the handfn! of
lumpers who are likely to he disturbed that
is worrving him.

Mr. Tonkin: Only 600 of them.

Mr. THORN: When the scheme iz in full
woiking order the han. member will find that
about 100 only will be displaced. A very
interesting speech delivered in this House
was that of the member for Perth (Jr.
Needham). The hon. member complained of
the imports from the Kastern State:, Dur-
ing the lean years that we have heen going
through, the Eastern States have dumped
considerable quantities of goods into West-
ern Australia,

The Minister for Justice: Increazed pur-
chases must mean increased trade.

My, THORN: Let me instance the wine
trade. This State manufactures in the
vieinity of 350,000 gallons of wine a year,
and we consume 440,000 gallons. Yet to-
day the Kastern States competition in ilns
respect is interfering with our local trade
more than one can believe. There are par-
cels of wine heing sent over by gpeculators
and are being sold here at a vate lower than
the cost of manufacture—in the vieinity of
3s. 8d. to 3s. 10d. a gallen for highly forti-
fied wine. It cannot be produced at that
price. That is what is going on to-dav. In
the electorate of the member for Fremantle
the chenpest Eastern States wine is heing
sold.

AMr. Sleeman: Dan’t blame me for that.

Me, THORN: The seller of this wine i=
disposing of it on the ovdinary £5 license,
and all our own legitimate wine merchants
are paving to the Government a license fee
of £30. The Fremantle vendor of the East-
ern States wine can carry on very well under
his £5 license, and that is n very serious mat-
ter indeed to those who are engaged in the
trade within our own borders. T am hoping
we shall be able to deal with that question.
Listening in to tlte speech of the Prime Min-
ister the other cvening T was impressed fo
an extent.

Mr, Withers: Then vou were an exeepiion.

My, THORN: But [ shall be wmore im-
carries out his promizes.
Amongst other things he said it was his in-
tention to introduce legislation fo protect the
smaller States. “We proteet the larger
States of the Cotomonweslth againzt dump-
ing by foreign counlries” he declared, and
then he went on to say that protection was
luny overdue for the smaller States in a simi-
lar rexpoct. Hoe deelared that it was vis in-
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teniion to introduce legislation to prevent
dumrping inta the smaller States. | am
hopeful that we shall be able to kecp hini ujy
to the serateh, Tt is exacily whai we want,

Mr. Tonkin: Was there anything he did
not promise?

My, THORN: Yes, quite a number of
thingz. The next question I wizh to touch
upon was referred to by the member for
Murray-Wellington (Mvr. MeLarvty), namely,
the marketing of our produets. 'The mein-
ber for North-East Fremantle (3ir. Ton-
kin) told ws last evening that times were
changed and that we should be prepared
to imbibe the new ideas hrought about by
altered vonditions. Previously when T have
spoken on orderly marketing I seem to have
vaised the antagonism of the present Min-
ister for Lands. He menlioned what hap-
pened years ago, but what I want to im-
press upon the Minister and others is that
times have greatly changed. We all agree
that production has increased almost heyond
control and to-day we are puzzled in every
direetion as to the manner of marketing our
primary products.

Mr, Wise: Which side do yon wish lo
follow?

Alr. THORN: I suppose the hon. member
really means whether I am in faveur of one
Marketing Act or a sectional Marketing
Act.

My, Wise: One marketing.

My. THORN: I am in favour of one
marketing. 1 helieve that finally it can all
he bhrought under the one head, but I think
that separate boards should handle the dif-
ferent industries. One Aet may do it. When
the present Government were in power pre-
viously they brought down a general market-
ing Act. The dried-fruit growers were not
agreeable to that. Thev wanted to bandle
their own produets and they were parfly
responsible for persmading the Government
not to proeeed with that measuve. [ have
Leen in touch with the poultry farmers who
are urgently in need of a conirol measure
for the marketing of eggs. We have reached
that staze of production wherehy we must
lave up-to-date methods of sending our swr-
plus out of the Commonwealth. If the dif-
ferent industries are brought under control
wherehy proper inspection can take place,
and markefing in an orderly manner can
follow, then there is a hope for the future
of a number of onr industries.  Another
question that is worrving me iz the exten-
sion of electric currenl. Tn the city the peo-
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ple enjov all Lthe advaniages of clecivieity.
but the people in the outer areas ave se-
prived of that great Eacility. The Premier
has made an announcement regarding what
he will do as soon as new plant is installed.
The reazan advanced in each instance when
extensions are asked for is that there is «
shortage of current, bt when we come to
Perth we see great flaring light= everywhere
it all votours, and at the trotting zrounds
cnormous lamps, each of several hundrel
candle power lighting up the whole ol the
racing track. Yei the people in the outer
districts are not able to get enough current
to enable them to use n few light: in their
ligimes. T am hopeful it will not be lonz be-
fore the new plant is installed so that this
miuch-needed facility will he granted to those
people. I should like to say a few words
ahout the speech delivered by the member
for Gascoyne (Mr. Wise) on the .\ddress-
in-veply. When he had concluded his address
T congratulated the hon. memher and told
him I considered it was veally a statesman-
like effert. He did not toueh on party poli-
ties, hut got on to matters of importance
to the State. He bhrought under our notice
several important ruestions that appealed
io me, and T told him also that he had pui
up neny good areuments in favour of zeces-
sion. Tle proved to us very plainly thar we
were suffering eonsideraMe disability wnder
the Federation.

My, Wise: I did not sax that. i

Mr. THORXN: No. but the hon. wmember
proved in a very sble manner that we were
suffering very considerably hecause of the
treatment meted qut to us by Federal Gov-
crnments,  This brings me to the question
of the delegation that is to be sent to Lon-
don to place the Case hefore the Tmperial
anthorities. T am going to make an appeal
1o the Dremier. T shall not advaner the
argument put up by members of the Laiour
Party that by sending with the deleration
to London a responsible Minister from this
State, the Government are allving them-
selves with Secession. That was actually in
print and it came from somecone conreeted
with the Labour movement.

Mr, Molonex: Are you sure of tha:.

Mr. THORX : Perfectly sure. The riferen-
dunt having heen held, the Premicr ha- riven
elfeet to the decision.

The Premier: T supported the reieren-
dun, too.

AMr. THORN: Yes; the hon. gentiewan
did. I hope the Government will eomniste
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the good work by sending Hoeme a reallv
responsible delegation. In doing so the Pre-
mier will be only earrying out what he pro-
mised the people. No one can say that the
Labour Varty generally are in favour of
Secession. T trust that a properly consti-
tuted delegation will he sent to London.

The Premier: That will he done— a pro-
periy constituted delegation.

Mr. THORN: T hope a Minister of the
Crown will be included in {hat delegation.

Mr. Moloney: TIs there any Minister in
particalar yvoen would like to see included?

My, THORXN: Yes: the PPremier himself,
who, T feel snre, would put the Case most
ably.

The Premier: You are making a grent
speech!

Alr. THORN: As vegards the Case for
Union, 1 desire to bring under the notice
of the House the wilful waste of noney in-
volved in the distribution by the Prime Min-
ister of copies of that Case. To the homes
of the five members sitting on the front
Opposition beneh no fewer than 21 copics of
the Case for Union have heen sent.

The Premier: The Federal Government
know that members on the Opposition side
of this House need the Case more than any-
hody clse does!

Mr. THORN: 1t is a wilful waste of
money after the “West Australian” news-
paper had gone to the expense of printing
and distributing, free of eharge, the Case
for Union,

Mr. Moloney: But all the people in Wesi-
ern Australia wonld not get those copies.

Mr. THORXN : Such a waste of money is
to he reprehended. The £20,000 thus thrown
awuy would easily have covered the expenses
of a delegation to London. Unifieation has
heen mentioned in this Chamnber. As long
as T have a sound hone in my hody, 1 shall
not agree to it. T know it is on the platform
of the Lubour Party, but it was placed there
hy the Labour Parvty’s masters. The Lahour
supporter as ¥ know him in this House does
not believe in unification, and I hope that
before long the Western Australian Labowr
Party will remove that blot from their plat-
form—for it is only a Dblet.

The Minister for Lands: Whai would you
do i’ the people veted in favour of wnifica-
tion !

Mr, THORN: T would still fight the Case.
Tn conclusion, let me offer n few words of
congratulation (o the Minister for Tudustries
on hi~ efforts
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'he Premicr: The super inspecior!

My. THORN: I have followed the Minis-
ter’s work., He has made a real effort to get
the Western Australian people to use loeal
products. e has extended himself te the
full. T do not know when the hon. gentle-
man gets any sleep, because whenever one
picks up a newspaper one finds that the Min-
ister has been at some place or other try-
ing to [urther the interests of local manu-
faclures. | wish the hon. gentleman every
suceess in his efforts, TLast of all let me
state that the time has come for us to pull
together. Let us place State before party,
aiwd then we shall in the near futvre find
oursclves well on the road to recovery,

a
[The Deputy Spealer took the Chair]

MR. McDONALD (West Perth) {6.5]:
Mine appears to be a somewhat peaceful
constitneney: 1 do not think [ even have
a picture house in it. Thus there are no
speeitic matters of local concern that T
wish to bring before the House or the Min-
istry. However, like many other members
who have spoken in this debate, ] have a
natural Feeling that [ would like to fore-
east something of the afinivs of Stafe in
the future. 1 must admit that I have no
specific paneea, no particular remedy to
suggest for wetling us oul of our troubles.
The affairs of Western Australia ave, of
course, ffected internationally and Feder-
ally and inlernally, On the international
side we are concerned mainly with wheat,
wool and gold.  From that aspeet the posi-
fton seems niore promising to-day than it
has heen for wany months past. On the
Federal side there are a number of contro-
versial matters, chiefly matters of eurrency
and credit.  On those subjects we have ad-
voeates of various systems, but between
those advocates there is ne agreement as to
what should be done. Everything that is
sugprested is purely on experimental lines;
and, =0 far as I can see, some words of Mr.
Neville Chamberlain, when speaking re-
cently in the MHouse of Commons, sum up
the position—

Tt has net heen so far proved that there is
any o0 for o change in earveney and eredit.
Those may not he Mr. Chamberlain’s exact
words, but [ hope they express hiz mean-
ing. Refrerence has been made, also in the
Federa] arena, to State grants. [ rvather
depreeate the attacks whieh have heen made
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from some quarters upon the wembers of
the State Grants Commission. It was not
fortunate that the chairman seleeted should
have been a gentleman who had made pre-
vious references to Lhe position of Western
Australia, but I am prepared o give him
eredit For having endeavoured impartially
to assess the situation of our State. What-
ever he may have said by way of critieism
has wundoubfedly been horne out, to some
extent, by the recent report of the State
Roval Commission on the Agricultural
RBank,  Much of the crilicism directed
against the State Cirants Commission has,
therefvre, rather missed fire. Our duty,
in my opinion, is to turn to these various
reports for guidance for the future, and
rather to draw the constructive iesson which
is to be gained from thew than fo erviticise
the pevple who have eriticised vs. 1 also
feel that in this State we appear to be
drifting to a new psychology., Our idea
seems to be that nothing of value ean come
out of the Fast, That is a dangevous atti-
tude to arise amongst our people. In other
countries—Austria, Treland, South Afriea,
Germany—more important even than their
econpmic alfairs, grave though these are, 1=
the fact of the existence of such severe divi-
sion between varions parts of the people.
That is the gravest problem in those coun-
tries. Here in Australia we have had our
ceonomic tronbles, hut, so far, we have had
v united people. We have had a people
prepared to work together fo overcome
the difficulties confronting us in the eco-
nomic sphere. | myself think that we are
drifting towards a psychology which in-
volves mot only a difference or  eause
of disunion between 1ihe EFastern States
and ourselves when we are one economie
body in the Commonwealth, but also
a cause of dizsunmity in the State, aris-
ing mainly out of the que-tion of Secession.
I think that tolerance not only in inter-
state affairs, but also within the State ix
something which is called for to-day: other-
wize we may add to our economice troubles
the difliculty oeeasioned by a people in con-
flict amone themselves.

Mr. Doney: But why support a thing
which vou helieve to e wrong?

Mr. McDONALD: T suggest tolerance in
the sense ol not trving to create feeling or
work up emotions which will only lead to
erave dillicultics. Tt does not matter ahout
any tair criticism, but cometimes criticism
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woes too tar.  That is my personal opinjon,
In 1the Federal sphere I do noi wi-h o in-
clude the question of banking. Reference was
made to it by the member for North-East
Fremantle ( My, Tonkin). He spoke of the
prefits made by the trading bank-. | have
looked up in the Commonwealth Year Book
for 1933 Lhe perind referred to by the
hon. membey, It xhows the position of the
banks and their dividends up to the end of
June, 19320 Tt gives the capital ol the
hanks, in which 1 include rhe reserve fundas,
beeanse these are as much capital a= are the
moneys aviginally contrihuted.  In the case
of Austrialian banks the reserves have heen
augmented during the last 20 vears by
CLO000,000 of direet eontributions of cash
hy zhareholders in the form of premiums
paiil on the issue of new =hares. Taking the
enpital of the banks for that pavticular
vear as consisting of the original eontribu-
fion, and ol the contribution made hy leav-
ing in fhe hanks dividends which might
otherwise have been paid, we find that the
fotal capital of 12 Australian banks was
£69,000,000. For that vear, 1932, dividends
paid were 2,014,798, which work=s ont at
2.9 per cent on the eapital of the share-
holder= in those institufions.

The Premier: But at what would it work
out on the capital originally contributed, ex-
clusive of the amount of money placed to
reserve?

A, MeDONALD: That aspeet i< vather
important.

Mr. Tonkin: You ave ztating the dividend
on prolit.

Mr. McDONALD : That is o natural and
proper thing to do. et me deal with that
aspect shortly. I have noted the periods over
whirh some of the principal hanks have been
in operation. The Bank of New South Wales
has heen operating for 107 years, the Com-
mercial Banking Company of Sydney for
100 vears, the Bank of Awnstralasia for 97
vears, another hank For 70, and vet another
for 55 It we take the total of the reserves
of those banks, amounting to ahout
£30,000,000, and  deduet  the  £10.000,000
put in by the shar¢holders in cash by
way  of  premium  on  shares, we get
£20,000,000 ax the profit put to reserve over
periods varving from perhaps< 20 or 30 venrs
fo 107 years '

M. Tonkin: Do you serinu-ly <uguest that
people would payv €10.000,000 hy way of
preminm in order to receive 213 per ecent.
dividends?
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Mr. MelPONALD: That is the actual case
on the fignres. Iy the peak year for bank
dividends, 1929, the nverage dividend was
7.9 per cent. That represented a good ve-
turn. amd that is the reason why at that time
a premimn was pail for shaves.  But the
£10,000,000 was pal in in hard eash, and the
£20,030,600, in round figares, left i repre-
sent  uccwmuloted  dividends and  profits.
In the ca<e of one bank these have accumu-
lated over a period of 107 years——

The Ministey for Justice: There was not
a great deal of money in the banks at the
time of the reconstruction, in 1893. The
maoney was not there rthen. The banks robhed
a ot of people then.

Sittigy suspended from 605 to T30 pon.

My, MeDONALD: Before | leave this
que<tion of the hanks. concerning which my
desive wax that justice should he done to in-
stitutions which have plaved an important
part in the national life of Australia, T want
to refer briefly to the question of reserves
Let u< take an example: A man builds a
hous¢ which costs him £1,000, and he leases
it at €30 a4 year, or 5 per cent.  TInstead of
speindityge the rent when it comes in each vear,
e applies the £30 1o build on to the hounse.
At the eud of 10 vears the house has cost him
KLA00. ile then raises the rent to £75 per
vear. He i then =till @etting 5 per cent. on
the ¢ost of the honse. Al (hat has heen done
hy the banks iz to adopt 2 =imilar procedure.
Insteadl of o shareholler, who might be en-
titled 1o a €30 dividend if all the profits were
distributed, taking the £30 and paying back
tu the company £2 10x, the bank pavs him
£47 M= and puts £2 1 into reserve,

Mr. Tonkin: On your argmment, a man
with preterence =lnres would get no benefit.

Mre. MeDONALD: A preference sharve-
holder i< very wnch like the man who huys
bond<. e =axs, “1 want a fived rate of in-
fere<t. I do not eare iff 2ome people with
ordinary haves eavrn 7 per cent., § per cent,
or ! per vent., [ want my fixed interest of,
say, 4 per vent.

My, Tonkin: Wonkl that be 5 per cent. on
the paid-up eapital, or 5 per cent, on the
reserves?

My, MeDONALD: A 5 per cent. prefer-
onee -hare woenld mean 5 per cent. on the
paid-up ecapital. That =hareholder’s hargain
i= 3 per cent, on his capital.  He doex not
care Low muaech the company "huilds up re-
~erves, or how mich those reserves may earn,
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Me, Sawpson: e wants no more nor less
than he has agreed for.

Mr. MeDONALD: Precisely. The prefer.
enee shaveholder is nob concerned about any
extrp profits.  That is the prineiple on whieh
the preference shireholder puts in his money.
He shoply suys, *1 do not want mwre than
3 per cent, on what [ have put in; I do not
participate in any inerense in eapital ov any
merease in the reserves.”

The Minister for Justice: When the com-
npany is not making a profit, the prefercnce
sharcholder is paid oat of reserve.

A, MeDONALD: [t depends on the con-
stitntion of the company whether he parti-
vipates in the veserves. If the company
do not make enough profit to pay him hix
dividend in any partieular yeam—in whicl
rase the ordinary shareholders get no divi-
dend at all—the company may dip into the
reserves to pay the preference sharveholder
his guaranteed dividend. That is where iu
many instances the ordinnry shareholder has
a bad tine.

The Minister for Justice: Yeb vou say
that woney ought to go to the ordinavy
shareholder.

Ar, MeDONALD: No, I was speaking
of & company which has one set of shaves.
The banks have io show a profit, hecause
they are the custodians of the people’s
money und if they Tail to make profits, the
prople probably witl fake their money away.
Any banks not managing their husiness pro-
perly wourld make no profits and would not
he worthy of the name of hanks.

My Lambert: But people eannot take
their monex away from a bank that is not
making profits.  That is a poor old argu-
meul.

A, MeDOXNALD: T do not follow the
hon. memmber.  The position is that any bank
should so run its business that it makes a
small profit over and above its expendifure.

My, Latham: Is not the hon. member mix-
ing up depositors with shareholders?

Mr, MeDONALD : However, I do not wish
to o on with that matter; that is really a
sideline. T just wished to correet the im-
pression that the dividends of the hank mnay
not he computed on all the capital share-
holders—ithe reserve funds, plus the original
capital.

Mr. Tonkin: Would vou alse have to ¢om-
pute the undistributed profit?

A, MeDONALD: Of conrse.  The undis-
tributed profits ave dealt with every year.
A the end of any particular perviod they
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are vither utilized to form a general reserve.
or a reserve for taxation, or a reserve for
building improvements, or are partly distri-
buted in dividends. Then at the end of the
vear the undistributed profits are finished
with,

AMr. Tonkin: Not alwavs. Sometimes thev
zo to profit and loss aceount.

Mr. MeDONALD: No, they arve finished
up every vear. Regarding the position of
the State, there are some remarks T wish
to make. | agree that time should be given
the Transport Board to work out the destiny
ol transport in this State, but T think the
board has made o mistake in proceeding too
vupidly with the alteration of the existing
~tructure of our transport. Tt seems to me
that Parliament intended, and wise dictates
would indieate, that it would have been pro-
per to make a survey of the undertaking
hefore any drastic steps were taken. That
is pariicularly so beecause, in the case of
transport, there is a peculiarly easy way of
changing over without nndue hardship. TE
one had to abolish a business which carried
a fixed capital in the shape of buildings and
plant, it would take a considerable time, and
at the end of the time all that capital would
remain on the hands of the previons owner.
But in the case of transport, there is little
more than the trucks, and the life of a trnek
would not, on the wlole exceed perhaps
three vears. So at the end of that time the
plant ceases to be of valae by reason of obso-
leseence and, by a judicious provision the
transport people would be able to work out
the value of their trucks by depreciation
payments and zo, in due course, would be
able to evacuate their business without un-
tne hardship. Unemplovment, of course, is
a paramount question. TUnlike the Leader
of the Qpposition, I am pleased with the
activities of the Economic Council, and
would zo hevond the Minister and hope that
he will do even more to mohilise the volun-
tary effort of the community in the diree-
tion of solving problems of this kind. To
take one or two examples: the Svdney
Rotary Club spent £2.000 or £3,000 of their
own money in an economic survey of the
vouth of Sydoey, and their report had some-
thing 1o do ultimately with the establish-
ment of a board to deal with the employment
of youths, a board, of wlhieh Sir George
Juliu-, the president of the Rotary Club,
became chairman.  That beard has power
to horvow uap to £2,000,000 for the purpo=e
of providing emplovment for the vouth of
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Svdney. In ofher cities also a great deal
is heing done in the way of voluntary effort.
The Agricultural Society, and schools
and other institutions in Ballarat, have
formed 23 young farmers’ clubs where
children are advanced to buy siock,
praze pastures, and aequire a knowledge of
the agricultural industry. Bendigo and
other {owns in Victoria have adopted the
same principle.  One ehild sold a calf in
Sydney for £100, and another made £38 in
a year from pigs. Other clubs in Vietoria
are doing guite a lot. TIn Geelong, forestry
clubs have been organised in  whieh the
school children are interested. Areas are
set apart and money furnished for the pur-
chase of seedlingg, and plots for reforesta-
tion are carried on. My feeling is that by
getting representative organisations to assist
in this way, hy wobilising the interest of
the community, even more so than the Min-
ister for Employment has done, a great
deal conld be effected to occupy the youth of
the State and give them opportunity to
learn avoecations that nay stand them
in good stead in after life. I also commend
the suggestion of the member for Clare-
mont (Mr. North) that consideration might
e wgiven to the question of removing the
railway af present passing through Perth.
The city must extend northwards, but at
present the growth iz dammed by the rail-
way svstem c¢rossing the centre of the city.
Work of that kind, which is inevitable in
the long run, might be considered for the
employment of those requiring work. Re-
garding the position generally, in 1931 meas-
ures which were expected to be of short
duration were adopted to meet the depres-
sion. Tt was justifiable, of course, that we
should proceed to borrow in order to keep
the wheels of industry furning and keep our
people emploved. Now that we have found
from gur own experience and on the author-
itv of certain economists that the restora-
tion of normal affairs is going io be slow,
to say the best of it, the time has come. so
it seems to me, when we have to revise the
planning of the State's economy. T have
heen searching to ascertain what has been
done in otlter eountries. Quite recently vari-
ous couniries have taken sieps to trv to
improve their affairs. I do not say that
what they have done would be applicable
here. What might apply in one country
might he totally unsuited to another. Cer-
tain things have heen done in many coun-
trie= that T should he sorry to see done in
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Western Australia.  Still it is interesting
to consider what lhas been done in other
countries. The New Zealand Government
states that it is now meeting almost the whole
of its unemployment obligations out of rev-
enue, I do not know whether that is com-
pletely true, beeause that Government is still
borrowing to some extent. Consideration
should now be given, I think, to the question
of some form of national insurance, It was
raised before, but there were difficulties
under the Constitution.

The Minister for Employment: The Com-
monwealth have fallen down on their job.

Mr. MeDONALD: The Commonwealih
had a Royal Commission who found that
there was no power under which the Com-
monwealth Government eould acl. It would
have to be done by amendment of the Con-
stitution. The States might co-operate to
put that scheme on a proper foundation.
In England it has been in foree for 23
vears, and has been a great factor in stabi-
lising industry there. In Quebee, Canada,
a recent declaration by the Government was
that a return fo the land was the best rem-
edy for unemployment. In Roumania the
policy adopted is one of reduction of the
debts of almost all classes of the community.
Farmers’ debts have been reduced hy half,
with this alternative that if the ereditor pre-
fers, he may offer to grant a moratorinm
up to 15 years with one per cent. interest.
That is a drastie reform. In Ttaly, except-
ing small incomes, the Government have re-
cently reduced the salaries of State servants
from six to 12 per cent, have taken steps
in some cases to reduee rents and to ve-
duce the price of foodstuffs in keeping with
the reduction in salaries. The principal
ahject is to balance the budget. The King
of Italy, in his speech from the Throne,
said that on a balanced budget depended
all public and private finance.

The Minister for Employment: But they
reduced all round previously and failed to
achieve their objeet, and now they are
starting again.

Mr. MecDONALD: T am not defending
those principles, but have merely shown how
other countries are dealing with their prob-
lems and how we stand. Even more drastic
is the case of Germany., Dr. Ley, the
leader of German labhour, has said that
during the fight against unemployment,
shorter hours and even starvation wages
would have to he accepted by the German

[ASSEMBLY.]

working classes. That is the extreme step
taken in that country. Franee has just
retired 80,000 civil servants and redunced
the salaries of the remainder from 5 to 10
per cent, the object heing to balance the
budget. America is making the currency
experiments with which we are familiar, and
from which the world hoped a greab desl,
but President Roosevelt’s recent book seems
to indieate that he is rather furning baek
to what ave termed ‘‘orthodox methods.’’
The Premier interjecied.

AMr. MeDDONALD: They do not appear to
have heen very sucecessful so far, and re-
sponsible public opinion has been critical.
A pood deal of attention has been devoted
by American men in responsible positions
to the unusual methods adopted to surmount
the difficulty. The current phrase in
America dealing with Roosevelt’s slogan,
“On the way” is “We are on the wav, bul
we do not know where we ave going.”

The Minister for Employment: On ihe
road to anywhere.

Mr. McDONALD: Yes. England haz just
returned a £31,000,000 budget surplus after
providing £8,000,000 of sinking fund. The
recent Unemployment Bill is going to place
the financing of unemployment upon a sol-
vent basis under which contributions witl
meet all the expenditure. During thal time
England, which is the country of orthodox
finanee, has been more stable and tranquil
than has any eounfry outside the British
Fmpire.

My, F. C. I.. Smith: Is it preposed to
increase the benefits? .

AMr. MceDONALD:  Under the latest
hudget the henefits were restored. One
or two things may be deduced from the ex-
periments of other eountries. One import-
ant point is the insistence they are placing
npon a balanced hudget and the drastie
efforts being made by some countries to ai-
tain that end. Another is, apart (rom
America, the aversion shown to any de-
rree of inflation or any interference with
the ordinary practice of currency and credil,
That appears to be particularly so in coun-
tries like Ttaly, Germany and France, whiel
have experienced the evils of inflation,

Mr. Latham: Germany has experienced ir.

Mr. McDONALD: And even Ttaly and
France, who had inflation in a modified de-
eree or an extension of eredit, are not pre-
pared to continne an that basis.
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The Minizter for Ewmployment: British
anthurities are going in for what they now
call controlled inflation.

Mr. MeDONALD: | do not know quite
what it means. We have had certain in-
Hation in Australia, and te an extent in
England, Yt that is a very modified form
ot inflation, not comparable with that
attempted hy FEuropean countries. A re-
view of the eircumstanees shows that we in
this State have a standard of living which
T believe is not surpassed in any country
in the world.  Long may it so eontinue. At
the same time we are faced with serious
dilfieulties to preserve the standard that has
bheen enjoyed up to the present time. 1 1
may zay i few words as to what 1 think we
could do, T would place first a  planned
effort to get back fo Budget equilibrium. 1
appreciate the diflieulty, but there is no
doubi that no factor could restore confi-
dence to the samme degree as a halanced
Budget: and the vestoration of eonfidence
would immediately bring results in the way
of inereased trude and increased expendi-
fure and a corresponding ahsorption
of unemploved people.  That eould be
partly done by a gradual removal of some of
the nnpediments that now exist against trade
in the way of emergency legislation. There
are vivtous impediments to landlords, ten-
ant=, morteagors:, mortzavees, vendors and
purchasers that T think eould be gradually
removed, with due safecuards against any
perzon bheing unfairly treated hy his eredi-

tors,  The secoand s the encouragement nf
tocal smunmfactures. T am fully in ae-
cord  with that, although T know its

limitations, It we cstablished all our
men in vmplovment to-morrow, we woud
have nnemmploved amongst u= in a fortnight’s
time.  In Australia the level of unemploy-
ment must remain fairly constant.  1f West-
ern Australia were said to have no unem-
ployved. other people would flork here to
participate in our geod fortune and would
thus bring the level practically to that of the
other States. Ax the member for North-East
Fremuuile 1My, Tonkin} said, we cannot ap-
proach this question without rezard to the
reperci-sions in other States and the faet
thai we in Australin are one cconomic unit,

Mr., . C. L. Smith: You mean ronstant
i~ hetwoeen the State~? :

Mr. MeDONALD: Yes, fairly constant.
The unext point concerns the investment of
onr loan money. | sngwest that considera-
tion Ve 2iven to the matter of the investment
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of loan moneys to assist industry. That has
been advoeated by responsible Eastern
States' opinion.  In such a factory as the
Minister referved to the other day—agrieul-
tural implement parts factory-—if certain
public money were put in as well as private
capital, there would be a reasonable assur-
ance that the money would he returned in
due course, would carn interest during its
employment and assist to develop our indus-
try. We would not run any undue risk of
lozing our eapital. [f T may sugeest it, T
should like to see greater use made of publie
opinion on the question of the expenditure
of our loan woney. There are many re-
presentative organisations such as those of
the primary producers, Trades Iall, Cham-
ber of Alanufactures and Chamher of Comn-
meree, all of whom are vitally interested in
this matter and are in direct contact with ali
the economie activities of the State. We
might invite suggestions fromn representatives
of those orgamisations as to how best the
lean moneys could be expended. Instead of
working. as we do, apart from those men,
who are keenly interested and compeient to
express an opinion, we could work in co-
operation with them with advantage to the
expenditure of our funds,

The Minister for Employment: That is
heing given effect to in a large measure by
the Economie Council.

Mre MeDONALD: 1 appreciate that; it is
my reasen for suggesting that the prineiple
should be extended, and that we should do
still more to mabilise the veluntary effort of
the State in assisting to solve our problems.
It is not bevond praetical polities to secure
a reduction of interest eharges on our over-
sens loans.  We have some loans that were
floated 40 vears agoe benring interest at three
per cent. From 1916 o 1930, this State was
borrowing money at a prevailing rate of
between five and six per eenl. We did not
sugeest to holders of those three per cent.
honds that, as the 1ate of interest was up to
five 11 six per cent., we should increase their
rate of interest.  We «imply snid, “*Your
contenet is three per cent., and altheugh the
existing rate is now six per ecent. yvou must
stand to vour contract.”” [Reeently it has
been said, conversely, that beecause money
was horrowed at higher rates, the bond-
holders are behaving unfairly in not imme-
diatelv volunteering to reduce them. The
thing enis both ways. T hope we shall re-
member, if we make the suggestion, that if
the hondholders have not come forward
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actively to offer reduced rates of interest
we failed entirely to offer inereased rates on
the old loans at a time when the ruling rate
was about twice as high as the old one. Dur-
ing the last three years I admit we have paid
no interest at all to the British Government
on the war loans. Tt would be possible, 1
think, to approach bondholders of our
oversea loans, and get their consent to some
conversion te a lower rate of interest.

Mr. Lambert: That is the best suggestion
¥ have heard in the House since I have heen
here.

Mr. McDONALD: I agree that a redue-
tion in the honrs of labour is a necessary
mneasure at the present time. That, how-
ever, can only be carried into effect if the
prineiple is applied generally. I have been
told on zood authority that nations which
have adopted the decisions of the (Geneva
conference in the matter of reducing hours
have not carried out such decisions. That
is onc of the greatest difficulties in Great
Britain. Other countries are not carrying
out the prineiple arrived at, although thev
professed admiration for if. -

The Minister for Employment: It is a
poor excuse for their opposition to it.

Mr. McDONALD: No general reduction
in the hours of labour can take place unless
all the countries work on the same hasis. A
general reduction in hours could not take
place in Great Britain unless other countries
followed sunit, otherwise Great Britain would
be giving away her trade to those nations
which could undersell her.

The Minister for Employment: Tf other
nations did adopt that attitude no redue-
tion wounld f{ake place in Great Britain.

Mr. MecDONATLD: Public opinion has to
he educated on the subject. I do not de-
spair that out of the utterances at the
Geneva conference nations will be induced
to see that there must he some reduction
in hours. I endorse what the Leader of
the National Party said with regard to more
unity in facing the problems confronting
the State. In South Afriea, in Great
Britain, in France and in Ttaly there are
national Governments.

Mr. Latham: The people in Italy would
be afraid to have anything else.

Myr. Moloney: You are not desirous of
following Italy, are yon?

Mr. MecDONALD: I am to the extent of
having a Government that will speak in the
name of the whole of the pueople
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Mr. Lambert: You do not want them to
speak with a bludgeon, do you?

Mr, McDONALD: I believe it could be
done by voluntary effort. This may be
idealistic, but I regard it as a possibility.
In France and in Great Britain the people
have been able to surmount their difficulties
very much better by means of a composite
Government. So do T think that in this
State we wounld be able to get out of onr
diffienlties more rveadily if we could make
a united eall upon the people of the State.

Mr. Moloney: They are having constani
changes in France.

Mr. MeDONALD: To meet a position of
civil turmoil a national Ministry was elected
giving each of the parties a certain amount
of vepresentation. That which was done to
meet the situation in France may have appli-
cation even in this State.

MER. LAMEBERT
[8.4]: T move—
That the debate be adjourned.

(Yilgarn-Coolgzardie)

Motion put and negatived.

MR. PATRICK (Greenough) [8.5]: }
should like to deal briefly with one or two
speeches which have heen delivered during
the present debate. The member for Perth
(Mr. Needham) made a remark last night
that he should not be allowed to get away
with, even if it necessitates digging up some
of his past. I will read the report of his
speech as contained in the “West Austra-
lian.” He said—

The IParliament of this State had made a
fatal mistake when it voted in favour of the
Finanein]l Agreement being embodied in the
Commonwealth Constitution.

Mr, Ferguson {(C.P., Irwin-Maore): It was
the first step towards unifieation.

Mr, Needham: 1 quife wgree.

L do not think the hon. member should he
put out about that. Tlis policy for a num-
ber of years has heen one of unifieation, and
it things are trending in that divection he
should be well pleased. He went on {o
say—

Every member of the Federal Labour Pary
vpposed the inclusion of the Finaneial Agree-
ment in the Constitution. If the per capita
payments had been retained, the State woubl
have had sufficient money for secial services
and urgent public works that could not naw
he undertaken.

Tt is interesting to note thar away haek in
1909, when the Braddon clause of the Con-



f15 ArGesT, 1934.] 137

stitution was expiring, the Prime Minister,
Mr. Deakin, brought down a Bill providing
for a referendum of the people concerning
the embodiment in the Constitution of a per
capita payment of 23s. per head. As the
member for Perth is aware, the party to
which he Dbelongs, then in opposition.
strongly opposed that proposition.

Mr. Needham: | was talking about State
grants, not the Braddon clanse.

Mr. PATRICK: The heon. member said
that if the per capitn pavments had been
retained the State would have had sufficient
money lor social services.

My, Needham: I still say that.

Mr, PATRICK: What the hon. member
said then, speaking on the Bill that was
introduced by the Prime Minister, on the
24th November, 1909, was—

If we agree to return to the States 25s. per

eapita, the day may come when this Parlia- .

ment will have no funds with which to earry
out our national undertakings.

When the referendum was put hefore the
people Senator Sir George Pearce, who was
then the Leader of the Labour Party in the
Senate, returned to Western Australia and
promised the people that if they voted
againgst the veferendum the 25s. per capita
grant would he retained for 25 vears. When
that party was refwrned to power they pro-
vided in the measure that was hrought down
ouly for payment for ten vears. The hon.
member is thus largely responsibie for the
fact that this Staie is not now getting the
per capita payments, If the electors of the
State had not been misled then—they have
frequently  Dbeen misled by Sir George
Pearce—we would still he enjoying the 25s.
per head payments.

AMr. Needham: Why do you send him
hack every time he seeks re-election!?

My, PATRICK: If this had been em-
hodied in the Constitufion it would never
liave come out. The member for North-East
Fremantle (Mr, Tonkin) also made zome
rather extraordinary statements.  He said
we should not spend loan funds on repro-
ductive works. [ disagree with that. It
used to be one of the main planks of the
Lahour platform. It was a pity they ever
dropped it, othervise this State would have
been in a much better position to-day.

The Premier: Have vou seen the plat-
form lately?

Mr, PATRICK: That was the tiine when
the late Mr. Daglish attempted to carey it
inty effeet, and his Government berome
known as the ‘‘mark-time” Government.

The Minister for Agriculture: It iz very
hard to find reproductive works now,

Mr, PATRICK : The argument of the hon.
member was that it was better o put the
money intn roads and buildings, If it was
put inte reproductive works we would he
produeing  more thay «¢ould be eon-
sumed, in fact creating a glut, and thus
adding to the general diseontent. \We could
add to the number of our civil servants. This
would probably add te the number of con-
swmers, but would mean no profitable pro-
duetion to fthe State. A complaint has
heen made that the Speech does not con-
tnin very much indication of Governmental
poliex. In that respect it is not original.
[ have not vet heard any Speech that gives
mueh indication of policy., It contained
the wsnal records of the State’s pio-
gress, what the producers had achieved,
and so forth, I do not see much
mention of the cost of that achievement to
the producers, or any projected legizlation
for alleviating their distress. 1 do not like
recalling ancient history. The Premier, how-
ever, may remember the celebrated speceh he
made towards the end of the last Parliament.
This was referred to by one newspaper as
the finest speech of his eaveer. In the epurse
of his remarks he said le was going to find
£100,000, and defy the Loan Council. The
Government recently veceived a grant frowm
the Tederal authorities. Not only have we
not got the £100,000, but they have retained
£70,000 out of the £100,000, instead of, asin
New South Wales, distributing the money
amongst the favmers. The Premier =aid he
would solve that diffieulty, would write a
cheque for 100,000 and defy the Loan
Council.

The Premier: T went to the Loan Council
with a deficit, and eot their consent to the
loan of £100,000.

Mr, Latham: Of course you blameil u~ for
the position.

AMr. PATRICK: The Speech also referved
to security of tenure and debt adjustment.

The Premier: The settlers are pretty
=erure: None has heen put off.

Mr. PATRICK: The question of debt
adjustnient has been agitating the minds of
some people, even rconservative minds, for a
lone time. | have here a quotation from the
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“Builetin,” of 18 months ago. In a leading
article that paper said—

It “finuetion’ means negleet of material
assets and demoralisition of valuable clients,
it wonld he hetter to do quickly what may have
to Le done in any c¢ase, and write down debts
te something like modern valucs.

That is the opinion of what wmay
be called a rather conservative paper.
The  Wheatgrowers' Union  of  this
State  have also drawn up a some-
what  elaborate  rehabilitation  scheme,

amdl the same remark applies to the Primary
Producers’ Association, While the Govern-
ment may not entively agree with those
schemes, it is about time they had a definile
poliecy on the subject. After all, something
must he done. No one expeets that we shall
keep all the settlers on the land: there mnst
be a proportion of inelficients,

The Premier: Thev have been there foo
long,

My, PATRICK: The relief legislation in-
troduced by the New South Wales Govern-
ment received high enmmendntion and gained
the approval of the Whentgrowers’ Union,
Up to the end of May this year, 2,214
farmers had sought relief under that schewne,
1,612 heing granted stay orders. Since then
117 have been removed, leaving about 1,500
under the Aet. Thus even in the case of
what is termed highly liberal legislation, only
about 1,500 out of 2,214 whe originally went
uniler the Act now have its protection. The
others, presumahly, were considered inelli-
cient by the people administering the Aet,
and had either to go off or get outside
finanee, Diserimination 15 necessary in a
question of this kind, because even some
enses which appear had on the surface are
fonnd, when examined, to have a different
aspect.  In my neighbourhood 1 know a per-
son who was highly optimistic about the latd
when he was in business. Right at the bead
of the boom he took over a property which
had been held by three different men under
.the Soldier Settlement Scheme, Each of
thoze three men went off, each of them add-
ing considerably to the original cost, Wlen
the person T speak of tack over this pro-
perty, it was in n verv neglected state, He
worked like a tiger, aml turned it into a
magnificent, security. But at the prices re-
cently  obtaining he has lhad no possible
chance of meeting the obligations piled on
by the three unsuceessful men. Unfortu-
nately, wlhen guing on the property he
did not ask to have the valuation written
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down, was he thought he could make a
do of it. Sueh cases would have to he
considered by a board of some kind, and
given alleviation. | urge the Covernment
to deal with the matter premptly, beeause
aetion is even more necessary now than it
was when the Premier made that magnifi-
cent speech. 1 am aware that the hon,
gentleman, replying by way of interjection
to the wember for Pingelly {Mr. Seward)
last session, said that hon. member’s con-
stituents had not endorsed the speech in
question, That, however, has nothing
whatever to do with the case. The Premier
made that speech on the adjournment of
the House, and declared that it was not
made with any politieal wotive as Labour
was contesting so few agricultural seats.
Moreover, the Prewier seems to me to be
introducing a new line af political thought.
FPerhaps when framing a Bill to grant re-

. hates or restore emergency cuts, he would

ingert a proviso to the elfect that the
measure should not apply to the constitu-
encies of Greenough, Pingelly, and so forth;
and he might draw a Bill for the restoration
of Parliamentary salaries, on the same
lines. But perhaps the Premicr was not
serions in making that inferjeetion.

The Premier: T shall label my jokes in
the future.

Mr. PATRICK: ! think the hon, gentle-
man would draw legislation of that nature
on the lines of his great speeeh.

The Minister for Justice: He has con-
verted Mr. Lyons,

Mr. PATRICK: Yes, L sve that,

The Minister for Justice: That is where
our Premier got his instruction.

My, PATRICK: I am glad to know that
Mr. Lyons proposes to set aside a sum of
money for that purpese. 1 shall not deal
with the subject of the Agricultural Bank,
ns there will be 2 later opportunity for
that: but I wish to say, briefly, that while
the report has numerous good features, the
Commissioners, in my opinion, made a great
mistake in estimating the losses of the Bank
by draggingz in deficiencies in respeet of
group settlement and other matters with
whicvh the bank had no conecern originally,
but which were foisted on the bank after
the losses had heen made. Bulk handling
is another important question. The aetion
of the (overnment in thiz respeet has
aroused a good deal of resentment in the
country, particularly in a distviet T know
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well, the district served by the port of
Geratdton. 1 tail to see any reason {or the
appeintment of a Royal Commission to in-
quire further into the subject. As the ex
Minister for Works {Mr. Lindsay) pointed
out when introducing a butk handling Bill,
there had been numerous investigations inta
the ¢question, and all the reporfs were in
favour of the system. When members of
the present Government were in Opposition,
they told us that their main objection to
the previous Government’s Bill was that
it wounld ereate a monopoly. Now, so far
as | ean gather, we are told that what is
wanted in econnection with bulk handling
is a monopoly.

Mr. Latham: JMinisters want a TRoyal
Commission to make up their minds for
them.

AMr. PATRICK: There is considerable
side-stepping in this business. I went to
the trouble of reading the speeches of mem-
bers of the late Opposition on the Bulk
Handling Bill. With the exception of the
speech of the member for Guildford-Miu-
land (Hon. W. D. Johnson), those utter-
ances were hot against any partienlar sys-
tem of bulk handling, but against the very
principle of bulk handling.

The Premier: No.

The Minister for Mipes: You cannot have
read all the speeches.

Mr. PATRICK: T did.

The Mimister for Mines: T do not think
80,

Mz, PATRICK: T advise the Minister
tor Mines to refresh his memory. A great
deal has been made of the damage suffered
by wheat during the past season, but hon.
members must admit that there were extra-
ordinary cireumstances. Surely hon. mem-
hers would not blame the railway engineers
for the enormous damage occasioned to the
railway system this year, even though in
some cases it was found necessary, as the
result of that experience, to raise the level
of some lines. T have that on fairly good
authorify.

The Minister for Justice: When there has
heen a serious washaway, a culvert is gen-
erally put in,

Mr. PATRICK: Exacily: and the depart-
ment have the benefit of thal experience
for the future. The bulk handline people
have had only a couple of years’ experi-
ence, and the people who have heen hand-
ling hags of wheat here for half a century,
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or ever sinee the inveption of the wheat in-
dustry in Westein Austrlia, had a similar
misfortune o that suffered by the hulk
handling people. In the port of Geraldion
alone, there was probably as much damage
to wheat in stacks and bags as there was to
the whole of the wheat in bulk depots. I
saw some of the damage done at Geraldton.

The Minister for Justice: All that damage
resulted from inefficient plant.

My, PATRICK: The damage resulted
from a custom obtaining among people who
have handled wheat for half a eentury. The
custom is not to cover wheat hefore the 30th
March. 1In the agreement with the bulk
handling people the merchants insisted that
their wheat shonld be covered in bulk he-
fore the 30th March. This was in view of
their experience that no damage of any
kind was incurred before that date.

The Minister for Justice: Not in the case
of hagged wheat.

My, PATRICK : Before ever bulk hand-
ling came into existence here, the Westralian
Farmers and the YWheat Pool paid some
£1L,700 n year for insurance of wheat which
was not covered, because of the possibility
of rain before the final date for covering.
A eertain quantity of wheat always remains
uncovered, to be trucked away before the
rains stari; but that wheat is insured in
order that the loss may not he too great.
The bagged wheat this vear suffered just
a3 mueh damage as the bulk wheat.

The Minister for Justice: It you had 2,000
or 3,000 hushels of wheat. would vou sooner
have it in bags than have it in bulk in the
open?

Mr. PATRICK : T would rather have that
wheat in bulk than have it held under the
system adopted in Geraldton this year. That

- wheat, in large stacks, had 7 or 8 inches of

rain on it in a few davs, and then was
roofed, mestly by merchants with experience
in handling wheat. They roofed that wheat
after the rain without first pulling down ihe
stacks and reconditioning them. The result
was enormous losses. Some of the wheat
shipped at Geraldton in bags has not heon
a credit to the State. The Premier. in a
statemeni published in the newspapers, said
that certain cargoes shipped prior to the
damage being done to bulk wheat were
docked in London, The Premier =aid
that some cargoez had been docked 3d.
and some 13d., showing that something
waa wrong with the wheat. But the same thing
oceurred n every season long hefore bulk
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handling came into existence. I do not know
whether the hon. gentleman obtained from
the same pamphlet the information about
dockages of 14d. and 3d. A dockage of 3d.
on a eargo of 8,000 tons would amount to
£450, and a dockage of 13d. to £250. For
the season 1925-26, when there was no bulk
wheat, shippers throngh the Westralian
Farmers and -the Wheat Pool were docked
£1,234. For 1926-27 the dockage totalled
£6,640: for 1927-28, £5.450; and so it goes
on, down to the present vear. As a matfoer
of fact, the wheat doecked 3d. and 14d. wa=
docked chiefly on account of what was said
to be 2 small herry. That wheat probably
eame from distrieis which, as the Minister
for Agrienlture knows, are growing a variety
which the Department of Agrieulture have
recommended should be discarded.  Many
complaints have resulted from the shipment
of that wheat. :

The Minister for Agriculture: Can voun
state the variety?

Alr. Latham: Don’t you get drawn off
on a discussion regarding that wheat. Tt
does not affect the bulk handling question.

Mr. PATRICK: | do not mind mention-
ing the name of the wheat. T have no inten-
tion of wzrowing it, and if 1 were growing if,
I wonld cease doing so at once.

Mr. Lathawm: It is no use the Minister
advancing that excuse; he knows the posi-
tion,

The Minister for Justice: You nced not
glare at us like that!

The Minister for Agriculture: Why the
secrecy about that vsterious wheat?

M. PATRICK: It will be appreciated
that the position regarding the bulk hand-
ling of wheat has changed during the last
few wvears, particularly since the previous
legislation was introduced.  For instunce,
one witness from Geraldton whose remarks
were frequently quoted by members on the
Government side of the House, teld the
Joint Select Committee on bhulk hand-
ling of wheat that his company would
never dream of shipping wheat from
Geraldton in bulk. Within six months
of that man giving his evidence, his com-
pany emploved men to slit open bags and
empty the wheat into the holds of ships, I
also noticed that wheat was dealt with in
the =ame manner at Albany recently. No
one will confend that that is an economical
way of dealing with wheat, 1 eould read
down the list of wheat cargoes and show
that against quite 1 number of the entries
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ure references indiealing that the wheat was
taken from slit bags. That wheat was
shipped in bulk, although it was not put

through the bulk handling seheme. Will
anyone sav that that was an economical

method of dealing with it? Is it economical
to buy bags, employ men to sew them up
when filled with wheat, and then later to
employ men to slit the bags and pour the
wheat into the holds of ships? Then again
the company in Geraldion I have referred to
sent serondhond bags last vear to one of
the finest wheat distriets in the State, for
the farmers (o fill with wheat that was snb-
sequently emptied into the ships. Those
secondhand bags had the effect of inirodnc-
ing into a perfeetly clean district the seed
of the wild turnip, which is one of the worst
weeil pests known in Western Australia.
What T have indicated shows that & great
change has taken place regarding the method
of handling wheat. Even some peopie hold-
ing high positions have changed their minds.
One of them is Mr. J. J. Poynton, the gen-
eral manager of the Midland Railway Com-
pany.  TIn his evidence hefore the Select
Comnmittee, he said that if his company were
aiven £25,000 a year, he would net allow
bulk handling on his line. Notwithstanding
hiz evidence, he informed the settlers this
venr that if the Government put in sidings
on tha Wongan line, his ecompany would he
prepared to do the same along the Midland
line.

My, Cross: He changes his opinion every
vear.

M. PATRICK: It is perfectly obvions
that Mr. Poynton knew that if bulk hand-
ling {acilities were installed on the Wongan
line, probably one-third of the wheat along
the Midland line would have been carted to
the Wongan line, That cansed him to
change his opinion. My, Poynton is a smart
husiness man, and he knows that if he
allows sites to be allocated this year, he will
voh the Government railways of a large pro-
portion of the wheat that otherwise would
be transported over the Wongan line,  That
might mean robbing the port of Geraldton
of large quuntities ot wheat that would go
to Fremantle. There is no doubt that the
bulk handling system has definitely come
io stay. The New South Wales Government
erected 30 additional silos last year, and
have erected a greiat many more this year.
It is time our Government woke up and put
the interests of the wheat-growing industry
hefore the vesied interests of either the
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labour employed at the ports or of the mer-
eantile community, The other day I re-
ceived a letter from a man at a wheat sid-
ing on the Wongan line in which the writer
stated that the farmers using that siding
hud bheen canvassed and every farmer had
heen found in favour of the bulk handling
svslem being installed there. He also said
that if it were done this yvear, it would mean
a saving of about £3,000 at that siding for
the vear. That is a substantial amount. I
take it that on the quantity of wheat that
has been handled and will be handled
in the future, it would affect the port
of Geraldton to the extent of at least
£50,000. Not only has the Premier not come
forward with the £100,000 he promised ws,
but he is neglecting to seeure a saving of be-
tween £200,000 and £300,000 this year. Ido
not think we will advanee the position ap-
preciably if a Royal Commission or a select
committee inquire still further into the mat-
ter. During the Iast four years, as mem-
bers are aware, practically evervone who has
heen handling wheat has been making 2 liv-
ing wage out of the business, whereas the
men who have grown the wheat have gof
nothing out of it. The result has been that
numerons farmers have had to leave their
holdings. It is up to the Government fe
assist the farmers in self-effort schemes of
this description, which will save the farmers
twopence or threepence per bushel.  The
scheme will not cost the Government any-
thing, nor is there any monopoly about it.
Anyone who so desires is able to start opera-
tions, so long as he is granted a site by the
Government. If the farmers desire to bag
their wheat, there are merchants who ave
nore than willing to deal with them, rather
than to see the wheat go through the bulk
silos of a rival conecern. So far from there
heing a monopoly, I presume the present
bulk handling company would be quite satis-
fied if they were not required to handle other
than their own wheat. The company handle
a large proporfion of the wheal grown in
the State, and it would pay them if they
handled only the wheat consigned to the
company themselves. Another cause of ve-
sentment among the varions farmers’ organ.
isations, which T do not think has been men-
tioned previously, refers to the recent ap-
pointment of Mr. W. C. Angwin to the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust, instead of a repre-
sentative of the primary producers. I am
not conversant with the matter myself,
but I believe that when a representative of
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the primary producers was appointed to the
Fremantle Harbour Trust, the appointment
was an additional one, made at the request
of the primary producers. T understand
the appoiniment was agreed to by members
of a Labour Government. The late Mr.
Tanner was appointed by My. Angwin, when
he was a Minister of the Crown. ~

Mr. Latham: The Premier was in England
at the time.

Mr. PATRICK: Seeing that the addi-
tional appointment was agreed to so that
the primary producers could have represent-
ation, 1 do net think, in the circumstances,
Mr. Angwin, no matter how 2ood a man he
may be, should have been appointed.

The Premier: I think the interests of the
producers witl be well served by Mr. Aug-
win.  Already he has effected a saving of
hetween £2,000 and £3,000 a vear since he
has been a Commissioner.

Mr. PATRICK: Perhaps it was at the
expense of the primary producers.

The Premier: No.

Mr., PATRICK: I share the disappoint-
ment of other members regarding the re-
port of the Federal State Grants Commis-
sion. [t was very unsatisfactory to West-
ern Australia, and served merely fo provide
further ammunition for thease who are push-
ing the Case for Secession. Some of the
arguments used in the report of the Federal
Commission are similar to those included in
what is known as the “Case for Union.”
Members may have noted an artiele cabled
from the London “Times” in which the writer
stated that although be was not in favour
of Secession for Western Australia, he con-
sidered the Case for Union a very unfair
report, beecause while the Prime Minister,
Mr. Lyons, himself admitied that the smaller
States were labouring under disabilities, the
Case for Union set out to prove that the
State had enjoyed tremendous advaninges.
The report of the Federal Royal Commis-
sion, together with the Case for Union,
merely serve to make the Case for Seces=zion
considerably stronger.

The Premier: The members of the Fed-
eral State Grants Commission will prob-
ably transfer their money to Western Au--
tralia because it is apparently the only pros-
perous State, where there is praeticaliy no
taxation!

My. PATRICK: One of the arguments
advaneed by secessionists was the tremend-
ous gain to Western Australia if we were.
able to zecede from the Commonwealth, and
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the Case for Union seeks entirely to deny
that contention. 1 have a veryv interesting
reporl issued by the South Ansiralian Gov-
ernment in 1930. We may take it that
South Australia, like Western Australia, is
a primary producing country. The report
was, 1 understand, largely the work of
Professor Melville, who at that time
held the Chair of Economies at the Adelaide
University, and he iz now the financial ad-
viser to the Commonwealth Bank. He is
young, but he is one of the most brilliant
men of the Commonwealth. In the course of
the report there appeors the following—

If South Australis were to sccede from
the Commonwealth she could immediately bene-
fit hersclf to the extent of £1,651,000 per an-
num, and ultimately to the extent of £2,451,000
per annum.

That statement is backed up in the body of
the report by a mass of details. That state-
ment alone shows that there is substance in
the claim of the secessionists that Western
Australia has something to gain from seced-
ing from the Commonwealth. That is the
conclusion arrived at by brainier men who
drew up the Sonth Australian veport than
ape those who drew up the Case for Union,
and they show a totally different result.
The South Australian report aiso shows that
printary  producing States, being newer
States, are more adventurous, nnd that seems
to bear out what has heen stated by the
Agricultural Bank Commission recently. It
is pointed out, however, that while those ad-
venturous States gain very little by launch-
ing out in various directions of primary pro-
duction, other States, that shared no part of
the loss, have gained enormously. The re-
port points out—

Furthermore the indireet benefits which arise
from the establishment of primary induostries
acerue chiefly to the States which have taken
1o part in the development and, therefore, have
incurred no part of the loss. South Australia
has therefore, to bear the cest of encouraging
production for export, ehicfly to the beneflit of
other States.

The same argument applies to Western Auvs-
tralia. Even in their report, the Federal
States " Grants Commissioners admit that
Western Australia has lost even more than
South Australia on account of the protection
policy. The report continues—

She (South Awustralia) lhas also been com-
pelled to subsidise protected industries in these
other States. Even when the prices of her
exports were high, she really could not afford
to muke these generous domations; bhut now
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that the prices of her cxports have collapsed
it is impossible for her to coutinue them.

Personally T pay mueh more attention to
that report, whiech was the work of a bril-
liont economist and some of the hest husiness
men of South Australia, than I do to the
report Eurnished by those who issned the
Case for Union. In faet, T think the latter
report was mostly the work of TFederal
oftieials,

The Minister for Emplovment: And I
suppose you pay more attention te it than
vou do to the Case for Secession.

Mr. PATRICK: No. The South Austra-
lian report shows that those who framed the
Case for Secession had grounds for their
arguments,

The Minister for Employmeni: They were
Lrilliant economists, weren't they?

Mr. Latham: Do not forget this House
appoiuted them,

Mr, Wise: They did not economise regard-
ing paper.

Mr. PATRICK: I commend the Minister
for Employment on his attempt to boost loeal
industries. I should like to draw hig atten-
tion to the magnificent market on the gold-
fields, where a lot of propagunda work is
requires.  Only the other day a business man
to whom T was talking, said that for trading
putposes Walgoorlie might just as well he a
suburl of Melbourne, and that big whoiesale
firms in Melhourne could quote for KKal-
goorlie, prices lower than those quoted by
firms in Perth,

Mr. Lambert: That is due to the special
freight given on the Commonwealth Rail-
ways.

My, F. C. 1. Smith: A lot of Perth firms
carry big stocks up there.

Mr. PATRICK: That does not matter.
The gentleman to whom I was speaking
pointed to the closing down in Perth of hig
firms sueh as D. & W. Murray, Ltd.

Mr. Lambert: It does not matter whether
they sell through agents in Adelaide or in
Perth, for Murravs and Goode Durrants are
Adelaide firms.

Mr. PATRICK: But it means emploving
labour in Melbourne instead of in Perth,
a matter which the Minister for Employ-
ment is seeking to combat.

The Minister for Employmnent: The point
is that any price is a good price for surplus
goods.

Mr. PATRTCIC: Yes, but when T was on
the goldfields many vears age there was a
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prefndice  against  Western Aunstralian
woods. The hakers there said they eould

not bhake hread oxcept with Manitoba flour.

The Minister for Employment: Recently
a loeal produets exhibition wus condueted
in Kalgoorlie, and seemingly with good re-
aulfs.

Mr. PATRICK: No dounbi Kalgoorlie
offers a magniticent inarket, which rightly
helongs to Western Australia.

Mr. Lambert: The Comnmonwealth Rail-
ways deliberately lowered freights so as to
allow KEastern States firms to collar the
~oldfields markets.

Mr. PATRICK: Then perhaps we shall
gel some relief when the interstnte com-
mission is revived.

The Premter: Or when we get away from
them.

Mr. PATRICK: It is the funetion of the
interstate commission to deal with sueh a
sifuation.

The Premier: Not necessarily. The inter-
state commission can only recommend: it
cannob act.

Mr. Lambert: We should direct our Com-
missioner of Railways not to favour Kal-
roorlie.

Mr, PATRICK : After all, these are only
temporary expedients. The real remedy for
the situation is to put all the primary indus-
frics in the State on a sound basis.

The Minister for Mines: Could that be
done with wheat at 2s. a bushel?

Mr, PATRICK: Members may remember
certain plans which were placed on the wall
last session by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, figures showing the disparity between
the prices of primary and secondary pro-
duets. To point my argument T am again
going to quote that conservative paper, the
Sydney “Bulletin.”

The Premier: Not a very reliable paper.

Mr. PATRICK: It is veliable in this re-
~pect. The quotation is as follows:—

As to the fall in prices, it is quite true that
others are in the same boat. But has the wind
heen tempered to the farmer as it has been 1o
others? Wheat worth £100 in 1911 was worth
£83 in November. But non-rural products, al-
most  exclusively manufactured goods, worth
£100 in 1911 werp worth £175 in November.
This means, generally, that, whereas the non-
rural worker can get 75 p.c. more for his pro-
duet (which is mostly his labour) than he
could in 1911, the wheat-farmer gets 17 p.c.
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less. 1t me.ns also that for what he must buy
from the city the wheat-farmer must pay more
than two bushels of wheat where in 1911 he
had to pay unly ene. 1t is quite obvious thai
the fall in prices has not hit us all alike.

The explanation lics partly in the superior
organisation of the non-rural producers and
partly in the tariff. The tariff was built on
the foundation that it is better to pay our-
selves 30s. for an article than to get it from
somebody else at 20s. That it would put np
prices we kmew quite well; there was no sense
m it if it didn’t. But the farmer has to sell
on o freetrade basis and buy ovn o protectionist
one, e does not get the protectionist priec
even for sueh of his products as are sold for
home consumption. This is unfair; and the
farmer will have scrions cavse for complaint
until he ean get ns a produeer the benefit of
the protection for which he has to pay as a
eomsumer,  Thug far the only practicable plm
proposed is to give him the benefit of a sales
tax. It is complained that this will put up the
cost of living. Of course it will. But that
does not stop us from imposing tariff Quties:
indeed, as wc have just seen, it is what we
put them on for—that the competition from
the outsider may not prevent us from raising
prices.

Also we have heard a great deal of the
Roosevelt plan in Ameriea. Mr. Roosevelt's
chiet ohject was to raise the prices of pui-
mary products, and this was bow he was
going to do it:—

Find how many bushels of wheat or corn

or how many pounds of cotten, tobaceo or hogs
it took to buy a given quantity of manufae-
tured goods in the year 1808-1914. Then
prices for wheat, vorn, cotton, tobacco, hogs
and so on, must be raised until the same quan-
tity of any of these will exehange for the same
nuantity of wmanufactured goods as in thit
happy five-year period. That is what is meant
by parity prices for agriculture and agricui-
ture’s right to have its buying power restored
to that arbitrarr parity is predicted on the
ground that ihe country as a whele cannot
prosper until the farmer is prosperous. [f is
therefore in the public interest, first, that the
farmer’s share of the national ingome shall
be inereased to what it was in the remembered
time of his contentment, and second, that it
shall never again bhe less. If manufactursl
goods rise in price, agricultural prices must
rise just that mueh more, to maintain the
parity.
That is all the farmers are claiming in this
country. We elaim that while we have no
command over the export prices, we are
entitled to a home eonsumption price to
bring our wheat equivalent to what the rise
has been in other ecommodities. This is & pro-
tectionist couniry, and if other people are
to get their measure of protection, the
farmer is entitled to the same thing.
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Mr. Lambert: Fast year you had two
or three bonuses.

Aly. PATRICK: We are not asking for
bonuses, for they are only a temporary
means of getting over a difficulty. In fact
a great number of successful farmers in this
State did not collect any bonus at all, and
a lot of that money was given to absolute
inefficients, which was a most unfair forn
of distribution. What we want is a fair
home consumption price for wheat, and T
think the Premier himself favours that sys-
tem. We contend that the man who pro-
duces the nation’s food is entitled to as high
a standard of living as is enjoyed by those
in less essentizl industries. T used an illus-
tration on the public platform: T said it
was ridieulous that a man on a farm, driv-
ing o =ix or seven-horse team or a tractor,
an expensive implement, should he receiving
less remuneration than a man driving a
brewer's eavt in the eity. I was pulled up
and told that brewing was an essential in-
dustry, and so 1 bad to amend my illustra-
tion to that of a driver of a baker's cart.

The Minister for Agrienliure: But the
position was verv different then, for wheat
was at 5s. a bushel.

AMr. PATRICK : No, the position was not
different. Low as wages are on farms to-
day, most of the farm workers are drawing
far more money than are the farm owners.

The Premier: If the lLome econsumption
price of wheat were fixed at 4s. per bushel,
and if the export price suddenly rose to 5s.,
would you still sell at 4s for home con-
snimption?

My, PATRICK: That is a different mat-
ter. If the price for an imported implement
wus raised, would not the Ausiralian manu-
facturers of a similar implement raise their
price to the same level? The Premier will
adnait that it would cost a certain amount
of money to land wheat in this country.
Probably it could not be done under 1s. a
bashel, without the duty. At present this
community is getting wheat at sweated rates,
at least 1s. a bushel below what it conld be
landed at. There have been times when
wheat was sold in Australia at far below
world’s parity, as for instance during the
war, Uunlike seme people, I am not sug-
gesting that unless the farmers can get
what they want they should organise a hold-
up, but T have a great deal of sympathy
with a motion once moved by the member for
Guildford-Midland (Hon. W. D. Johnson),
namely that the farmers unless they got a

[ASSEMBLY.]

fair price for their produets should
refuse to sow any wheat that season.
They should refuse to put in any wheat un-
less they can gef a fair price for it. I am
going to follow the example of the member
for North-East Fremantle by quoting =«
couple of lines, adapted, from the poet
Shelley—

Men of Austral, wherefore plougi
For the men who hold you low?

Mr. Moloney: Yon would not advocate
direct action like that, surely!

Myr. Latham: Tt wounld not be direct action.
Would vou work for less than your wages?

Mr. PATRICK: Produeers in Australin
have done their part in maintaining the
credit of the country. They have made up
for low prices by enormously increased pro-
duction. Let me give the figures. Cown-
pared with 1928-29, values in 1931-32 de-
clined as follows:—

Agriculture 16 per cent.
Pastoral .. 47 »
Dairying .. .. .. 18 ”

In 1932, the inereases in quantities exported,
largely due to zood seasons, were—

Butier . . . 121 per eent.
Cheese .. .. .42 ”
Egps .. . .. 479 »
Flour .. .. ..o 1 ”
Wheat o . .. 46 "
Wine .. .. .. 82 ”
Wool .. .. . .. 14

Undoubtedly Australia’s credit was saved
through the farmers doing increased work
and enormously increasing production, thus
compensating for the low prices, althongh
they got nothing out of it themsclves. I
have previously quoted from Adam Smith,
the great economist, that agriculture is the
one abiding source of national stabil-
ity. That applies to-day, just as it did in
his day, and it is confirmed by Roosevelt’s
expert advisers in the greatest manufactur-
ing country in the world, who say that a
country cannot prosper unless the farming
industry is prosperous. Let us begin at
the right end and put the primary industries
on a sound foundation, and then all our
industries will prosper. No donbt most of
our difficulties are due to the international
situation over which we have no control, The
intense¢ nationalism of certain countries is
largely the cause of the world’s discontent.
As H, G. Wells said—

This has been brought about largely by a
doctring of fear. Modern  {ransport has
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made *he worbl 2 very small place. A nation
whiel ut one time could consider itself fairly
safe from invasion is of course now only a
few hours travel from the invader.

Then we have the guestion of war debts and
reparations.  Even under the necessity of
making another quotation, 1 shall read a
leading American authority’s opimion. Dr.
Nicholas Murray Butler, President of the
Columbia University, said—

Put bluntly, the specific eause of the plight

in which our farmers, our manufacturers, our
merchants, our railways, and our hankers find
themselves is the attempt not only to pay war
reparalions and so-called war debts, but o
pay these across frontiers that are guarded
by high and thick tariff walls whieh do not
permit internationn]l payments te he made 1
goods. A quick result hasg been an unwar-
ranted and unnatural  distribution of gold,
whieh lies uscless and sterilised at one or two
centres. We are calling aloud for a return to
prosperity, while supporting Governments in
preeigely those policies which make & return
to prosperity impossibie,
He goes on to deal with the argunent that
the American taxpayer will have to carry the
burden if war debts are written off. I was
urged that Britain was o wealthy couniry
and that she should be made to pay. Dhr.
Butler continned—

We have lost nmumy times over the sum we
hoped to receive frem this spurce. We present

the unenviable picture of cutting off our na-
tional nose tu spite our national face,

In spite of all this, T an optimistic as to the
future. I agree with the Premier of Queens-
land, Mr. Forgan Smith, who recently re-
turned from England, that the intense
nationalism prevailing will not continue very
long.

The Premier: It could not, for the world
would ¢rash under it,

Mr. PATRICK: The people of European
countries will not continue to pay 10s. or 12,
a husliel for wheat, which is evidently the
cost of growing it there, when wheat can be
obtained from other countries so cheaply.
The people will rise against it. That is the
Queensland Premier’s opinion, and I agree
with him. When that time comes, there is
no doubt that the prosperity of Western
Australia will rest on a very solid basis.
When wheat and wool return to their afore-
time prosperitv—the price of wheat has im-
provell and I think wool prices will appre-
ciate, herause no doubt the world requires
wool—and in view of the fact that we have
a third string to our how, namely the revival
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of goldmining, 1 cousider that a return to
prosperity in Western Australia is inevit-
able.

On  motion
Jonrned.

by Mr. Deney, dehate ad-

House adjourned at V.7 p.m.

Negislative Hssembly,

Thursday, 16th August, 1955,

PAGE

Questions : Financial Emergency deductious . L5

Federal Meat Export Advisory Committer ... 148
Wheat—1, Bulk handling mnachines ; 2, Hoyal
Commisston’s report ...

Address-in-Tteply, seventh duy ... 148

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
P, and read prayers.

QUESTION—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY
DEDUCTIONS.

AMr., NEEDHAM asked the Treasurer:
1, What amount has been deducted from the
salaries or wages of—{(a) railway officers,
(b} State school teachers, (¢} officers under
the Public Serviee Act, (d) wmembers of
Parliament, and (e) other Government em-
plovees not mentioned above, under the
provisions of the finaneial cmergency leg-
islation which provided for reductions of
18 per cent, 20 per cent., or 22V per cent.
during each of the years ended 30th June,
1932, 1933, and 1934? 2, What amount
has been charged to revenue in respect of
unemployment relief during each of the
vears ended 30th June, 1932, 1933, and
19347 3, YWhat amount has been received
by the Treasury for each financial vear in
respeet of—({a) the 4ld. in the pound
under the Financial Emergeney Act, and (h)
the 414d. to 94. in the pound under the
Financial Emergeney Tax Aet, 1933,

The TREASURER replied: As the replies
to these questions are length, Y have pre-
pared them in the nature of a return which
T shall lay upon the Table of the House,



